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What Cheer News Bulletin: (Published Bi-Monthly)

Editor.. Gordon Hayner, Jr 92 Pleasant Street, Stoughton, MA 02072

Phone: 781-341-1291 (Gordon.Hayner@gmail.com)
92 Pleasant Street, Stoughton, MA 02072

Mail Preparation.. Gordon Hayner, Jr

CLUB MEETINGS ARE HELD ON THE LAST SUNDAY OF THE MO NTH, SEPTEMBER THROUGH JUNE, FROM
8 AM TO 2 PM AT the KNIGHTS of COLUMBUS HALL, 1 VOL TURNO STREET, NORTH PROVIDENCE, RHODE
ISLAND, 02904. THE OCTOBER MONTHLY MEETING IS THE A NNUAL EXHIBIT & SALE,

HELD AT A DIFFERENT LOCATION.

Membership in the club is open to all with a US mailing address including APO & FPO.Dues are $12.00 per year, which
covers one master membership including family/associates living at the same address. All membership renewals are due
on January 1 of each year. Dues are payable to the Rhode Island Post Card Club. Mail to Corresponding Secretary, Lynn
Gaulin. Each master membership receives one copy of the Club Bulletin and one Bl-Annual roster.

CLASSIFIED ADS

Advertising rates for the Bulletin:  1/8 page, $2.50; 1/4 page, $5.00; 1/2 page, $10; full page, $20. Straight line copy — 0.7 per word
with $1.50 minimum charge, payable in advance to the Rhode Island Post Card Club. Every effort is made to compile material carefully,
however, advertising and articles may be edited. Neither RIPCC nor the Editor assumes any liability for errors and omissions in
publication of What Cheer News Bulletin. Corrections will be made in the following issue. All RIPCC Officers and Committee Members
serve in a voluntary capacity. The Club conducts a post card (& related materials) auction at all meetings except October. You must be
a RIPCC member to participate. Member pays 15% to RIPCC from the selling price.

MEMBER'S CLASSIFIED ADS

REMINDER: As of February 1996, all Rhode Island Post Card Club members in good standing are entitled to one free classified ad of
25 words or less, including name and address, in an issue of the What Cheer News Bulletin. You may advertise to buy or sell. Ads will
be run as space permits, at the discretion of the Editor.

RI POST CARD CLUB - WHAT CHEER NEWS - VOLUME 48 NUM BER 2 MAR/APR 2007 P AGE 2




Table of Contents:

Cover pg 01
Club Organization pg 02
Table of Contents pg 03
Club Directions pg 03
Editors Notes pg 03
Club Show and Meeting Calender pg 04

The Blue Riband and Paquebot Cancels pg 05
The Blue Riband and Paquebot Cancels pg 06
The Blue Riband and Paquebot Cancels pg 07
The Blue Riband and Paquebot Cancels pg 08
Classified Ads/Membership Form pg 09

The Pine Tree Post Card Club

Directions to - Knights of Columbus Hall

1 Volturno Street
North Providence, Rhode Island (8:00am — 3:00pm)

Coming from the South: Take 1-95 North to Route 146 North, then
take the 2nd Exit onto Mineral Spring Avenue; Take a Right off the
Ramp and proceed on Mineral Spring Avenue to Traffic Light. Take
Right turn onto Charles Street; proceed down Charles Street. Volturno
Street is the 7th street on the Right, take a Right onto Volturno Street;
the Knights of Columbus Hall is at the End.

Coming from the North: _ Take 1-95 South to Exit 24; take a Right onto
Branch Avenue, at the 2nd Light; Turn Right onto Charles Street;
Volturno Street is the 15th street up on the Left, take a Left onto
Volturno Street; the Knights of Columbus Hall is at the End.

will hold its
Spring Post Card Show

Sunday, May 6, 2007

at the Holiday Inn West,
81 Riverside St. Portland, Maine
(just off Exit 48 of the Maine Turnpike)
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

A donation of $3.00 is requested.
Plenty of parking, a snack bar,
supplies and appraisals will be in

supply.

For more information, please contact
John Vierra, Show Chairman,
at 207-657-4399 or at
magnet@postcardimages.com

CONNECTICUT POSTCARD CLUB INC.
Presents its

26th ANNUAL POST CARD SHOW

SUNDAY, June 17, 2007
HOLIDAY INN NORTH HAVEN

201 Washington Ave. (Rte 5)

[-91 Exit 12, Take Right onto Rte 5 to Holiday Inn
Rte 15 to Exit 63, Rte 22 East to Rte 5 North
Free Early Entry for Club Members  9:00-10:00 AM
(Memberships & Renewals available at door)
General Public Hours 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM
35+ Dealers - Ample Parking - Food on Premises
For General Info & Dealer Inquiries Call
TOM MILLS (203) 888-0205
E-mail: colpap@sbcglobal.net

Admission $3.00 With Ad or Flyer $2.00

Missing A Friend

Montcalm A. Desjardins age 84 of Main St. Manville, Rl died Thursday December 28, 2006 in the
landmark Medical Center in Woonsocket. He was the devoted husband for 62 years of Estelle C.
(Gadbois) Desjardins. He was born in Manville on January 22, 1922.

He was a lifelong resident of Manville and a communicant of St. James Church. He had served with
the U.S. Navy. He worked in the Maintenance department for the State of Rl working out of the
Lincoln garage for 21 years before retiring in 1987. He had been a member of the Rhode Island
Post Card Club, the RI Philatelic Society and the Slater Stamp Club.He was a member of the

American Legion Post #9 in Manville.
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Club Show and Meeting Calendar - COMING EVENTS

March 2007
Mar 22 (Thursday) - Cape Cod PCC Monthly Meeting, Carleton Hall, Old Bass River Rd,
Dennis, Massachusetts (6pm - 9pm)
Mar 21 (Wednesday) - Central Mass Postcard Club Meeting, St. Joseph’s Church, Barre, Massachusetts
(7:15pm-9:00pm) Contact: Barton D. Kamp (bartdk@verizon.net)
Mar 25 (Sunday) - RIPCC Monthly Meeting, Knights of ~ Columbus Hall, 1 Volturno Street, North
Providence, Rhode Island, 02904 (8am - 3pm).
April 2007
Apr 14 (Saturday) - The Bay State Post Card Collectors Club, Card-O-Rama, Armenian Cultural & Educational

Center, 47 Nichols Ave, East Watertown, Massachusetts (8:30am-3:30pm)

Apr 19 (Thursday) - Cape Cod PCC Monthly Meeting, Carleton Hall, Old Bass River Rd,
Dennis, Massachusetts (6pm - 9pm)

Apr 18 (Wednesday) - Central Mass Postcard Club Meeting, St. Joseph’s Church, Barre, Massachusetts
(7:15pm-9:00pm) Contact: Barton D. Kamp (bartdk@verizon.net)

Apr 21 (Saturday) - The Granite State Post Card Club, Unitarian Church, Central Street, Franklin, New
Hampshire (9am-1pm) For more information contact Doug Richards (603) 225-9062

Apr 29 (Sunday) - RIPCC Monthly Meeting, Knights of ~ Columbus Hall, 1 Volturno Street, North
Providence, Rhode Island, 02904 (8am - 3pm).

Missing A Friend

Club member David Rich passed on February 14, 2007 after a long illness. His friend Stephen Gross sent the following note
to Bob Lanpher;
Postcard Clubbers,

Thank you for responding to the funeral home or guestbook because David's son, Adrian, was pleased to tell me that you
had sent a card. Because of the holiday weekend or whatever very few people turned up, but Frank Williams, Chief Justice
of the Rhode Island Supreme Court and his wife Virginia each spoke at the funeral service. David had catalogued the
fabulous Lincoln Collection for twenty years.

Virginia spoke of the abused Dobermans they adopted through the years all loving David even though some of them we
were warned not to look at straight on. They instinctively understood his kindness and goodness. And one of them, of them,
| remember a female, sat by his side all the while while he worked in the basement library cataloging the rare Lincoln books.
We have lost a gentleman and a scholar.

Steve
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The “Blue Riband” and Paguebot Cancels

One of the bigger categories in Transportation Postcard Collecting is Ships, and within that Topical there are numerous
avenues to take .... Some collect by ship type, some by company, some by views, interiors, some by routes taken and
so forth .... While Snoop and | were digging through boxes at a local shop we came across a ship postcard “RMS
Mauretania” postmarked Paquebot 1907, not bad shape, so, we put in our pile. Upon check out, our dealers says “Ah,
Yes, the RMS Mauretania, a fine ship, winner of 9 Blue Riband Records” ..... “Blue Riband Records?” We ask, what is
the Blue Riband, and does it make the postcard valuable? Our answer, “It depends on the Paquebot date, if it was
indeed, postmarked on a record setting voyage” .... Our mission? More research ..

The Blue Riband Trophy. The Blue Riband is an award held by the ship with the record
for a transatlantic crossing. The first steam powered crossing of the Atlantic was in
1833. The Blue Riband was a creation of the transatlantic shipping companies in the
1860s, for the publicity opportunities of possessing the fastest ship. There were
separate awards for the fastest eastbound and westbound crossings. It was
represented by a blue pennant flown from the topmast of the ship, until 1935 when Sir
Harold Keates Hales (1868-1942), a British politician and owner of Hales Brothers
shipping company, initiated a trophy.

The Hales Trophy is awarded on the basis of average speed, since the distance of
transatlantic routes varies. Theoretically the endpoints could be any port in the
Canadian Maritimes or the Eastern Seaboard of the United States in the west, and any
port in Ireland, Britain, or western Europe in the east, but traditionally routings
considered for transatlantic records tend to involve service to or from New York City.
The last "superliner” to hold the trophy was the SS United States, which set a time that
was not beaten until 1990.

The Hales Trophy would be designed by the firm of Henry Pidduck & Sons Ltd in Hanley, England and executed by the
Sheffield silversmiths James Dickson and Sons. The trophy both firms completed to their client's specification would
stand nearly four feet high, atop a green onyx plinth, elaborately sculpted.

The sculpted portion weighed 602 ounces, all of it solid silver, richly gilt. Dominating the design scheme would be a
globe, supported by two figures representing Victory. Additional seated figures included Father Neptune, holding his
trident; his wife Amphitrite sat nearby.

Atop the globe were two figures, the uppermost representing speed overcoming the Atlantic and, in the donor's words,
"urging forward a modern liner." The Atlantic is represented in pale blue with the track routes picked out in red. The
direction of the four winds is indicated by a quartet of sailing ships, similar to the ancient caravels of early Spanish and
Portuguese explorers. On a girdle encircling the central globe today are four enameled panels, bearing illustrations of
four ocean liners : Great Western, Mauretania, Normandie and Rex.

Hales communicated his wish to the Italians to present the trophy (still not yet completed in the Sheffield works) to the
Rex, which took the speed prize in August of 1933. But no sooner had they articulated their acceptance of the
Englishman's trophy than Normandie, in June 1935, bested Rex's speed.

Hales and his International Committee, under the presidency of the Duke of Sutherland, hastily created an additional
trophy rule, to whit: That a recipient whose crossing time had been improved on, would still be able to keep the trophy
for a three-month period before surrendering it to the company that had fielded the faster vessel.

Thus it was that in Genoa, in the summer of 1935, the Hales Trophy was presented to the Italian Line aboard the Rex,
even though by that time, the prize actually belonged to the French Line. Captain Tarrabotto accepted it on behalf of
the line. Then Hales and his wife made a round trip to Naples and back to Genoa on the vessel. On his return to
London, he received a letter of thanks from Mussolini as well as a specially struck gold medal housed within a casket of
lapis lazuli, commemorating the occasion of his visit to Genoa.
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The “Blue Riband” and Paguebot Cancels (continued)

Now that we knew what the “Blue Riband” was about, next on our list is what is the term “Paquebot” meant. In the days
before air travel became commonplace, people did much of their international travel by sea and, during a 5-6 day trip
across the Atlantic, for instance, had ample time to write letters and postcards. These letters would be handed over to
the Ship Steward who would then turn them over to the postal authorities at the next Port of Call.

The use of an official mark to denote mail posted at sea was regulated by international agreements at various meetings
of the Universal Postal Union (UPU). The first rules were drawn up at the 1891 meeting while the first mention of the
word "Paquebot" came in the 1897 meeting. The clause, translated from the official French, reads:

"The Post Office which receives correspondence posted on board, provides same with its common datestamp, adding
handwritten or by a stamp the word Paquebot." ("Paquebot” cancellations came into use in 1894, however.)

In 1924 a further Universal Postal Union (UPU) agreement stated that:

"Correspondence posted on the High Seas or between two ports of embarkation, and handed to officers of vessels
carrying a mail,....... , postage may be paid by means of postage stamps and according to the postage rates of the
country under whose flag the vessel sails. But if the mailing on board occurs during the stay of the vessel at one of the
two terminal ports of the voyage or at one of the ports of call, prepayment is valid only if effected by by means of
postage stamps and according to the rates of the country in whose waters the vessel happens to be."

The Paquebot Era lasted from the final fraction of the 19th century through the first half of the twentieth (with time off for
bad behaviour during the WWs) but subsequently, commercial use, what with the growing popularity of air-mail and air-
travel, slowly declined. Modern Paquebot marks are almost all "philatelic” (like First Day Covers - a drug on the market if
ever there were.)

Before airmail, several other sorts of letters, besides those sent by the ship's passengers, also received Paquebot
marks:

Last-minute business and shipping agent letters in ports where the quay was very near the town.

Letters from isolated settlements visited only by occasional ships.

Letters from countries with very inefficient/corrupt postal systems(e.g. pre-WW1 Ottoman Empire & Persia)
Letters from areas in revolutionary turmoil, trying to avoid local censorship or loss due to the unrest.

Paquebot marks came in a great variety of forms. The "Paquebot" handstamp could be boxed or unboxed. Most are
identifiable, by letter design and dimensions, with a particular port, but occasionally one type used in several different
ports. There were also single- and double-ring CDS-type cancellations as well as slogan-type paquebot cancels in
duplex with CDS. At any given time, a port could have been using several different types of Paquebot marking.
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The “Blue Riband” and Paquebot Cancels (continued)

Blue Riband Winners were from 1860 — 1952 (list shown from 1900-1952), the record was broken in 1990 and again in
1998, however most ship enthusiasts do not recognized these records as there were set by a hovercraft and catamaran
respectively, most recognized the S.S. United States as the fastest Super liner of her day.

Eastbound
Ship Name/Year/Date/Average Speed

Deutschland 1900 (7/18-7/24) 22.84 Knots
Deutschland 1900 (4/9-10/9) 23.36 Knots

Deutschland 1901 (6/13-6/19) 23.38 Knots
Deutschland 1901 (7/10-7/17) 23.51 Knots

Westbound
Ship Name/Year/Date/Average Speed

Deutschland 1900 (7/6-7/12) 22.42 Knots
Deutschland 1900 (8/26-9/1) 23.02 Knots
Deutschland 1901 (7/26-8/1) 23.06 Knots
Kronprinz Wilhelm 1902 (9/10-9/16) 23.09 Knots

Kaiser Wilhelm 11 1904 (6/14-6/20) 23.58 Knots
Lusitania 1907 (10/19-10/24) 23.61 Knots
Mauretania 1907 (11/30-12/5) 23.69 Knots
Mauretania 1908 (1/25-1/30) 23.90 Knots
Mauretania 1908 (3/7-3/12) 24.42 Knots
Mauretania 1909 (2/3-2/8) 25.16 Knots
Mauretania 1909 (3/17-3/22) 25.61 Knots
Mauretania 1909 (5/5-5/10) 25.70 Knots
Mauretania 1909 (6/16-6/21) 25.88 Knots
Mauretania 1924 (8/20-8/25) 26.25 Knots
Bremen 1929 (7/27-8/1) 27.91 Knots
Bremen 1933 (6/10-6/15) 28.51 Knots
Normandie 1935 (6/7-6/11) 30.31 Knots
Queen Mary 1936 (8/26-8/30) 30.63 Knots
Normandie 1937 (3/18-3/18) 30.99 Knots
Normandie 1937 (8/4-8/8) 31.20 Knots
Queen Mary 1938 (8/10-8/14) 31.69 Knots
United States 1952 (7/3-7/7) 35.59 Knots

Deutschland 1903 (9/2-9/8) 23.15 Knots
Lusitania 1907 (10/6-10/10) 23.99 Knots
Lusitania 1908 (5/17-5/21) 24.83 Knots
Lusitania 1908 (7/5-7/10) 25.01Knots
Lusitania 1909 (8/8-8/12) 25.65 Knots
Mauretania 1909 (9/26-9/30) 26.06 Knots
Bremen 1929 (7/17-7/22) 27.83 Knots
Europa 1930 (3/20-3/25) 27.91 Knots
Europa 1933 (6/27-7/2) 27.92 Knots

Rex 1933 (8/11-8/16) 28.92 Knots
Normandie 1935 (5/30-6/3) 29.98 Knots
Queen Mary 1936 (8/20-8/24) 30.14 Knots
Normandie 1937 (7/29-8/1) 30.58 Knots
Queen Mary 1938 (8/4-8/8) 30.99 Knots
United States 1952 (7/11-7/15) 34.51Knots

The Ship Collector's Gold Mine not only are the ships themselves but the postcard being stamped/canceled on board
(Paquebot Cancels) are the most looked for, with one being on a “Blue Riband” run a top prize .... One of the hardest
“Paquebot” postcards to find is that of the “REX” from the Italia line ...on her “Blue Riband” run in 1933

The Rex was a product of Navigazione Generale Italiana's
success with the two 32,000-ton sisters Augustus and Roma.
The success on the New York run of these two inspired NGI to
build a bigger vessel. The ltalian government assured a subsidy
for this ship, thinking of the positive national image created by
an extravagant ocean liner.

The future Rex was ordered from the Ansaldo Shipyards in
Genoa. At the same time, the Lloyd Sabaudo Line, NGI's
competitor in the transatlantic business, announced plans for a
slightly smaller, slower vessel.

The ltalian King Victor Emmanuel Ill and Queen Elena attended the naming and launch of the Rex, on August 1, 1931.
The royal couple was pleased that the name Rex was selected. In fact, the name was a deliberate effort by Premier
Benito Mussolini to please Italy's royalist factions. At the launch, the line's officials spoke optimistically of winning the
Blue Riband within a year or so.
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The “Blue Riband” and Paguebot Cancels (continued)

However, Rex was destined not to sail for the NGI Line, at least not directly. In January 1932, with inducement coming
from the depression, Mussolini merged the three Italian shipping lines in order to eliminate competition, cut costs, and
better coordinate sailing schedules. As a result, the Cosulich, Lloyd Sabaudo, and Navigazione Generale Italiana
became the ltalian Line, or "ltalia". Thus the Rex was painted in the new colors of the Italian Line - white funnels, with
red tops and a green stripe.

On September 27, 1932, the Rex departed on her maiden voyage from Genoa. She had a full passenger list of
international celebrities including New York mayor Jimmy Walker. However, while approaching Gibraltar, she had some
serious engine problems. The ltalian Line reported that the ship would be repaired within hours, but as it turned out, the
problems were serious enough to require a three day stopover at Gibraltar. As a result, many of the first-class
passengers walked, including Mayor Walker, who traveled to Cherbourg, and took the Europa for home. The Rex
eventually continued on her maiden voyage, but not without further engine problems. In New York, her maiden
eastbound sailing was cancelled, and she was forced to wait for parts brought in on subsequent inbound Italian liners.
The Blue Riband had to wait.

In August 1933, the Rex finally captured the Blue Riband, with an average speed of 28.92 knots, over the Bremen's
28.51 knots. Her record crossing would hold until the Normandie won the Riband in May 1935.

The Rex was found to be a most beautiful ship, particularly noted for her outdoor swimming pools and lido areas. Her
owners worked at stressing the "sunny southern route" to Europe, and it seemed to work, with multicolored umbrellas on
the decks, sand scattered about the pool areas for a beach-like effect, reminiscent of the French and Italian Rivieras.
Most printed advertisements for the Rex showed people in swimsuits lounging on deck. However, the "sunny southern
route” was not as successful as hoped, and so the Rex was left to rely more on ethnic passengers, including westbound
immigrants.

After September 9, 1939, when World War Il began, Rex, along with her other Italian running mates, were the last
foreign-flag ships still in service, supposedly as a symbol of the neutrality of Italy. Service ended in the spring of 1940,
as the political situation was changing rapidly, Italy joined the war on the side of Germany, and the safety of ships at sea
could no longer be guaranteed. The Rex was laid up at Bari, on the Adriatic coast. Later, following a change of plan,
she was towed to Trieste, never to sail again.

Reports hinted that the Rex would be converted to an aircraft carrier, similar to the plans for the Roma and Augustus, or
to be used as a troop ship. However, the Nazi forces planned to use her as a blockade at the harbor of Venice,
deliberately sinking her to hinder the allies. But nothing came to pass.

On September 8, 1944, the Rex, anchored off Trieste, was sighted by Royal Air Force bombers, and was hit by 123
rockets (bottom left photo). She burst into flames her entire length, and on the following day, capsized and sank in the
shallow waters that she was anchored in (bottom right photo).

After the war, studies were made in hopes of salvaging the Rex, but unfortunately, she was beyond economic repair,
and declared a total loss. She was scrapped on the spot beginning in 1947, and the work was completed by June 1958.
The Italians would never build a faster passenger liner.
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The 58th Annual Card-O-Rama Carroll County RSVP

Sponsored by the Bay State Post Card Collectors' Club. (a non-profit organization)

. Presents
Saturday, April 14, 2007 A Post Card Show and Sale

This will be held at the Armenian Cultural and Educational Center 47

Nichols Ave., Watertown, MA, Saturday, April 28, 2007
From 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. _ _
A donation of $2.00 is requested; there will be a snack North Conway, Community Center, Main Street

bar, supplies and appraisals available. 48 tables of cards for all! North Conway, NH 9:00 AM —3:00 PM, Donation: $3

) ) For more information call: 603-356-9331
Contact Show Chairman John Vierra at 207-657-4399 or e-mail: ccrsvp@verizon.net

magnet@postcardimages.com for more information. Food available on site

2007 MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL NOTICE
DUES REMINDER

We value your membership in the Rhode Island Post Card Club. Please take a few moments to complete the membership form below
to renew you membership for 2007. Please send your completed renewal form and a check for $12.00 payable to Rhode Island Post
Card Club to:

Lynn Gaulin
P. O. Box 664
North Attleboro, Massachusetts
02761-0664

(Please return this Section with Payment)

RHODE ISLAND POST CARD CLUB MEMBERSHIP (or RENEWAL) APPLICATION
(One Master Membership may include family members or associates at the same address)

NEW MEMBER: $12.00 RENEWAL: $12.00
(After June, new members can join at half annual dues.
They will receive bulletins thru December and a copy of club roster.)

NAME:

ADDRESS:

TOWN or CITY: STATE: ZIP CODE:

FAMILY/MEMBER(S):

E-MAIL ADDRESS (OPTIONAL) Publish DO NOT PUBLISH

NEW MEMBERS: For RIPCC Membership Contest, Please give the name of the person who encouraged you to join.

Circle One: Collector Dealer Collector/Dealer

CATEGORIES COLLECTED: (Please list or update for Club Roster)

Make payment to Rhode Island Post Card Club (RIPCC) . Send dues, address changes
and inquiries to Corresponding Secretary:
Lynn Gaulin, P. O. Box 664, North Attleboro, Massac  husetts 02761-0664
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