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Happy  
National  
Postcard  
Week #23 
May 7-13, 

2006 

Hungry?  
Come to our 48th 

Birthday of the 
Rhode Island Post 
Card Club on May 
28th .., bring your 
friends and your 

appetite !!  

Four score and seven 
years ago our fathers 
brought forth on this 

continent a new 
nation, conceived in 

liberty, and dedicated 
to the proposition that 

all men are created 
equal.  
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Officers:  
President  Elgin Boyce   108 Varao Avenue, Somerset, MA  02726 
Vice President  Lynn Gaulin     P. O. Box 664, North Attleboro MA  02760 
Corresponding  
Secretary & 
Membership  Mary C. Valentine  19 Haskell Street, New Bedford, MA 02745  

Phone: 508-995-8746 (marycvalentine@verizon.net) 
Rec. Secretary  Doris M. Zwolenski  71 Boardman Avenue, Cumberland, RI  02864-3704    
Treasurer  Robert W. Lanpher  105 Richards Avenue, North Attleboro, MA  02760 
Member-at-Large Wayne Swanson  199 Wampanoag Road, East Greenwich, RI 02818 
Member-at-Large Raymond Zwolenski      71 Boardman Ave.  Cumberland, RI  02864-3704 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Committees:  
Annual Exhibit..  Russell Archambault  P.O. Box 2032, Woonsocket, RI  02895 
Dealer Tables..  Elgin Boyce        108 Varao Avenue, Somerset, MA  02726   

Phone: 508-678-9545 
Librarian..  Doris M. Zwolenski       71 Boardman Avenue, Cumberland, RI  02864-3704 
Refreshments..  Frances Bush     71 Duffield Road, Bristol, RI  02809 
50/50 Project.  Russell Archambault  P.O. Box 2032, Woonsocket, RI  02895 
Auctioneer &  
Programs..  Raymond Zwolenski      71 Boardman Ave.  Cumberland, RI  02864-3704 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
What Cheer News Bulletin:      (Published Bi-Monthly)  
Editor..   Gordon Hayner, Jr  92 Pleasant Street, Stoughton, MA 02072 
       Phone: 781-341-1291 (Gordon.Hayner@gmail.com) 
Mail Preparation.. Gordon Hayner, Jr  92 Pleasant Street, Stoughton, MA 02072 

CLASSIFIED ADS  
 

Advertising rates for the Bulletin:   1/8 page, $2.50;  1/4 page, $5.00;  1/2 page, $10;  full page, $20.  Straight line copy – 0.7 per word 
with $1.50 minimum charge, payable in advance to the Rhode Island Post Card Club.  Every effort is made to compile material carefully, 

however, advertising and articles may be edited.  Neither RIPCC nor the Editor assumes any liability for errors and omissions in 
publication of What Cheer News Bulletin.  Corrections will be made in the following issue.  All RIPCC Officers and Committee Members 
serve in a voluntary capacity.  The Club conducts a post card (& related materials) auction at all meetings except October.  You must be 

a RIPCC member to participate.  Member pays 15% to RIPCC from the selling price. 
 

MEMBER’S CLASSIFIED ADS  
 
REMINDER:  As of February 1996, all Rhode Island Post Card Club  members in good standing are entitled to one free classified ad of 
25 words or less, including name and address, in an issue of the What Cheer News Bulletin.  You may advertise to buy or sell.  Ads will 

be run as space permits, at the discretion of the Editor. 

CLUB MEETINGS ARE HELD ON THE LAST SUNDAY OF THE MO NTH, SEPTEMBER THROUGH JUNE, FROM 
8 AM TO 3 PM AT the KNIGHTS of COLUMBUS HALL, 1 VOL TURNO STREET, NORTH PROVIDENCE, RHODE 

ISLAND, 02904. THE OCTOBER MONTHLY MEETING IS THE A NNUAL EXHIBIT & SALE,  
HELD AT A DIFFERENT LOCATION.  

 
Membership in the club is open to all with a US mailing address including APO & FPO.Dues are $12.00 per year, which covers one 
master membership including family/associates living at the same address.  All membership renewals are due on January 1 of each 

year.  Dues are payable to the Rhode Island Post Card Club.  Mail to Corresponding Secretary, Mary Valentine.  Each master 
membership receives one copy of the Club Bulletin and one BI-Annual roster. 

RHODE ISLAND POST CARD CLUB (RIPCC)  
Organized May 1958          Official Greeting  “What Cheer, Netop”          Non- Profit Organization  
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Directions to - Knights of Columbus Hall  
 

1 Volturno Street 
North Providence, Rhode Island (8:00am – 3:00pm) 

 
Coming from the South:  Take I-95 North to Route 146 North, then 
take the 2nd Exit onto Mineral Spring Avenue; Take a Right off the 
Ramp and proceed on Mineral Spring Avenue to Traffic Light. Take 
Right turn onto Charles Street; proceed down Charles Street. Volturno 
Street is the  7th  street on the Right, take a Right onto Volturno Street; 
the Knights of Columbus Hall is at the End. 
 
Coming from the North:  Take I-95 South to Exit 24; take a Right onto 
Branch Avenue, at the 3rd Light; Turn Right onto Charles Street; 
Volturno Street is the 15th street up on the Left, take a Left onto 
Volturno Street; the Knights of Columbus Hall is at the End. 

 

CONNECTICUT 
POSTCARD CLUB INC.  

Presents its 
25th ANNUAL POST CARD SHOW 

SUNDAY, June 11, 2006 
HOLIDAY INN NORTH HAVEN 

 
201 Washington Ave. (Rte. 5) 

I-91 Exit 12, Take Right onto Rte. 5 to Holiday Inn 
Rte. 15 to Exit 63, Rte. 22 East to Rte. 5 North 

Free Early Entry for Club Members 9:00-10:00 AM 
(Membership & Renewals available at door) 
General Public Hours 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

35+ Dealers * Ample Parking * Food on Premises 
For General Info & Dealer Inquiries Call: 

 
TOM MILLS (203) 888-0205 
E-mail: colpap@aol.com  

 
Admission $3.00     With Ad or Flyer $2.00 

BRIMFIELD PAPER & POSTCARD MARATHON  
*THREE GREAT SHOW WEEKS IN 2006* 

 
(MAY 5th to MAY 13th) (JULY 7th to JULY 15th) (SEPT  1st to SEPT 9th) 
9 A.M. to 6 P.M. FRIDAY to SATURDAY - FREE ADMISSION (Except on Tuesday) 

 
(On Tuesday Field Show Day - WE OPEN AT 1 P.M.) 

(On the Last Saturday, Show Opens at 8 A.M.) 
 

THE POSTCARD & EPHEMERA CENTER 
 

BRIMFIELD ACRES NORTH FIELD on Rte. 20 
 

West end of Brimfield, MA., near Palmer 
Modern Indoor Space (Heated & Air Conditioned) 

 
Featuring Supplies for Dealers & Collectors, Price Guides, 

Postcards, Trade Cards, Old Books, Stamps & Postal History, 
Maps Magazines, Posters & Prints, Advertising Items, 

Antique Smalls and All types of Printed Ephemera. 
 

For QUALITY - VALUE- SERVICE we are SECOND TO NONE. 
For more info, directions, dealer inquiries, etc. 

Phone/Fax: (203)272-2841/E-mail: cartophilians@cox.net 
 

Promoters: JOSE RODRIGUEZ & HARRIS GRAY  

National Postcard Week #23 May 7-13, 2006  
 
Members of the postcard collecting community will celebrate National 
Postcard Week, during the first full week in May. Each year postcard 
collectors, called deltiologists, commemorate the occasion by creating home-
made postcards and sending them to their postcard-collecting friends. This 
tradition has been followed nationwide since 1984, when National Postcard 
Week began. The variety of cards produced by collectors is never-ending, 
from professionally printed photographs to hand-drawn or rubber-stamped 
individualized cards. If you're a collector, you may be hard at work creating a 
personal postcard to send to your friends in commemoration of the occasion. 
If you're not a postcard collector, you might well receive one of these personal 
creations from a friend who is. It's how postcard collectors "get the word out" 
about our beloved and popular hobby. Hope everybody received many. 

What’s HOT!  
 
 

 

9" Postcard from Titanic survivor  
C. Mills, Asst. Butcher. 

Final Ebay Price: $404.12 
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Report of the Recording Secretary - March 26, 2006  

 
The 527th meeting of the Rhode Island Postcard Club was held on March 26,2006. President Elgin Boyce called the meeting to order at 
11AM with our official greeting, " What Cheer NeTop!" Approximately 65 members and guests returned the greeting. 
 
The Recording Secretary, Maggie Zwolenski read her report, it was accepted as read. The Treasurer, Robert Lanpher read his report, it 
was accepted as read and placed in file. The Corresponding Secretary, mary Valentine said that everyone receiving the Bulletins in the 
past week must have seen her notice to please get your dues paid. She is working on the Roster, and your dues must be paid in order to 
be listed in the Roster as a member. Mary's report was accepted as given. 
 
President Boyce received word from Russ Archambeault this morning that the Audit of our books is now complete. The books as usual 
are in meticulous order. We are indeed very fortunate to have Bob as our Treasurer. Thank you Bob for a great job, and Thank you Russ 
for Auditing our books this year. 
 
Before the meeting Russ Archambeault and Ray Zwolenski conducted the 50/50 project. 
An auction of postcards and related material was conducted by our auctioneer, Ray Zwolenski. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 11:20AM 
 
Report Respectfully submitted by; 
Doris “Maggie” Zwolenski  
Recording Secretary 

 

 

Report of the Recording Secretary – April 30, 2006  
 
The 528th meeting of the Rhode Island Postcard Club was held on April 30,2006. President Elgin Boyce called the meeting to order at 
11AM with our Official Greeting, " What Cheer Netop!" Approximately 70 members and guests returned the greeting. 
 
The Recording Secretary, Maggie Zwolenski read her report, it was accepted as read. Maggie asked for a moment of silence in memory 
of a former lifetime member, Sophia Mink who died on April 18th. Maggie said that she had a write-up and an Obituary on her table for 
those who would like to read it. Sophia wrote many poems about the club over the years, and they were usually published in the What 
Cheer News. Maggie came across one of Sophia's poems in a Jan./Feb. 1990 Bulletin. She read it during the meeting. 
 
The Treasurer, Robert Lanpher read his report, it was accepted as read and placed in file. Bob told us that he went to visit member, Jim 
Roche in the nursing home in Newton, MA. Jim's wife, Marylyn, spends most of her days with Jim. Bob said that, “Jim looks good and is 
in good spirits”, and still very interested in postcards. He looks forward to having people come to visit him and receiving cards and 
postcards in the mail. All mail to Jim can be sent to his home address which is in the roster. For those who would like to visit him at the 
nursing home/, Robert says that it is an easy drive to Newton, and anyone who wants directions to see him. 
 
The Corresponding Secretary, Mary Valentine asked people to please pay their dues. The new Rosters are almost complete, and will be 
mailed when ready. Mary's report was accepted as given. Maggie reminded everyone that National Postcard Week is May 7 to 13th this 
year. Be sure to get your postcards in the mail. 
 
The May 28,2006 meeting is the 48th Anniversary celebration of Rhode Island Postcard Club. Everyone is welcome to our big 
celebration. Bring a friend and bring finger foods'.', such as any kind of sandwiches, meatballs, baked beans, crackers and misc. 
cheeses,salad, misc. kinds of casaroles, dips and chips, and desserts etc., etc., whatever you are famous for... 
 
For a historic note; The old Jamestown Bridge was blown-up on April 18th. Every TV channel covered it. It was listed as the longest 
bridge in New England. 
 
Before the meeting Russ Archambeault and Ray Zwolenski conducted the 50/50 project. 
After the meeting an auction of postcards and related material was conducted by our auctioneer, Raymond Zwolenski. Member, Helen 
Houghton donated postcards for the auction, and the results were to be given to our treasury: Many thank’s, Helen. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 11:20AM 
 
Respectfully submitted by  
Doris "Maggie" Zwolenski  
Recording Secretary 
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Missing a Friend – SOPHIA W. MINK  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MINK, SOPHIA W., formerly of Cozzens Avenue, Riverside died Tuesday at the Cherry Hill 
Manor. She was the wife of the late Albert H. Mink.  
 
Born in Scotland a daughter of the late Thomas and Mary (Caldwell) Whyte she had lived in 
Riverside for many years. She was a graduate of the former Technical School and Katherine 
Gibbs in Providence. She had been an Executive Secretary for US Rubber before retiring. 
 
She was a communicant of the Church of The Messiah, where she has been a Sunday School 
Teacher. She was a member of the RI Post Card Club, the AARP and the Home Dem of 
Riverside and was an avid reader. She and her husband traveled to Prince Edward Island for 
many years. 
 
She leaves two step-sons Albert E. Mink of Foster and Florida, Robert H. Mink and his wife 
Marie of Providence, 9 grandchildren and 17 great-grandchildren. She was also the step-
mother of the late Muriel Marot. 

(Moment of Silence in memory of Sophia W. Mink) 
 
The Rhode Island Postcard Club extends our deepest sympathy to the family and friends to one of our Lifetime 
Members, Sophia W. Mink. Sophia passed on April 18, 2006. She had been at Cherry Hill Manor in Johnston, Rhode 
Island for the past few years. 
 
Sophia and her late husband Al, were very active members of the Rhode Island Postcard Club for many years. Over 
the years that she was an active member, Sophia wrote quite a few poems that were published in “What Cheer News”. 
 
I found one of them in a January/February Bulletin 1990 (“Thoughts for the New Decade”). As a tribute the poem was 
read to the members present at the April 30th meeting. 
 
Respectfully submitted by  
Doris "Maggie" Zwolenski  
Recording Secretary 

So 1990 is the right year, and it matters too 
That we have a great card club and a loyal crew.  
But most important, more than all the rest  
Are officers and workers giving their very best.  
There are always a few giving more than their share  
Of time, so quietly showing how much they care. 
 
Let us as members, living near and far apart 
Give then a heartfelt "Thank You" right from the heart.  
1990 is here now - and to all of us together  
Have happy card collecting in winter and summer weather! 
 
 

Sophia W. Mink 

We have had silver bells and stars and things  
Snow and toys that Christmas brings.  
Trees and candy, with cards to remember  
Greetings to friends in the month of December.  
Another card - another year 
How quickly they do appear 
First Christmas, Spring and Fall and then  
Back to Christmas again! 
 
You often hear this saying, "Another year is gone."  
Gone forever and ever and a New Year is born.  
The old year has taken the good times and the bad.  
All it leaves is memories, some happy and some sad.  
But we have a new beginning and that is very good.  
We pause in thought to remember and maybe we should  
Reflect about the promises we make to ourselves 
Then to-they fly out the window just like little elves! 

"Thoughts for the New Decade"  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Club Show and Meeting Calendar - COMING EVENTS  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May 2006 
 

 
May 14 (Sunday) - The Bay State Post Card Collectors Club Monthly Meeting; Arlington Elks Club meeting Hall,  

4 Pond Lane, Arlington, Massachusetts (8:30am – 2:30pm). 
 
May 20 (Saturday) - The Granite State Post Card Club, Unitarian Church, Central Street, Franklin, New Hampshire (9am-

1pm) For more information contact Doug Richards (603) 225-9062 
 
May 21 (Sunday) - Pine Tree Post Card Club, Postcard Show, Holiday Inn West, 81 Riverside Street, Portland, Maine 

(9am – 4pm) Admission $3.00 
 
May 25 (Thursday) - Cape Cod PCC Monthly Meeting,  Carleton Hall, Old Bass River Rd,  

Dennis, Massachusetts  (6pm - 9pm) 
 
May 28 (Sunday) - RIPCC Monthly Meeting,  Knights o f Columbus Hall, 1 Volturno Street, North Providenc e, 

Rhode Island, 02904  (8am - 3pm).  
 
May 31 (Wednesday) - Central Mass Postcard Club Meeting, St. Joseph’s Church, Barre, Massachusetts  

(7:15pm-9:00pm) Contact: Barton D. Kamp (bartdk@mindspring.com) 
 
 

June 2006  
 

 
June 4 (Sunday) - The Granite State Post Card Club, Club Show, Holiday Inn, 172 North Main Street, Concord, New 

Hampshire (Exit 14 off I-93) (9am – 3:30pm) For more information contact Doug Richards (603) 225-
9062 (Free Parking, Admission $2.00) 

 
June 4 (Sunday) - 2006 Maine Antique Paper Shows Featuring Postcards and Paper Collectiblies, Holiday Inn West, 

81 Riverside Street, Portland, Maine(9:00am – 4:00pm), For Info Contact: Brewster Harding: (207) 
828-8065 

 
June 8 (Saturday) - The Bay State Post Card Collectors Club, Card-O-Rama, Armenian Cultural & Educational Center, 

47 Nichols Ave, East Watertown, Massachusetts (8:30am-3:30pm) 
 
June 11 (Sunday) - The Connecticut Postcard Club Presents its 25th ANNUAL POST CARD SHOW, Holiday Inn North 

Haven, 201 Washington Ave. (Rte. 5), I-91 Exit 12, Take Right onto Rte. 5 to Holiday Inn Rte. 15 to 
Exit 63, Rte. 22 East to Rte. 5 North (10am – 4pm) for info Contact: Tom Mills (203) 888-0205 

 
June 25 (Sunday) - RIPCC Monthly Meeting,  Knights of Columbus Hall, 1 Volturno Street, North Providen ce, 

Rhode Island, 02904  (8am - 3pm).  
 
June 28 (Wednesday) - Central Mass Postcard Club Meeting, St. Joseph’s Church, Barre, Massachusetts  

(7:15pm-9:00pm) Contact: Barton D. Kamp (bartdk@mindspring.com) 
 
June 29 (Thursday) - Cape Cod PCC Monthly Meeting,  Carleton Hall, Old Bass River Rd,  

Dennis, Massachusetts  (6pm - 9pm) 
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Lets Not Forget “Mother’s Day”  
 

One of the uses of postcards, I have found is a history lesson on just about anything, and 
this month was no exception. While shopping with my daughters for Mother’s Day, one 
inquisitive mind asked who created it, and when? Good question? Although there are many 
holiday greeting vintage postcards, there are not that many Mother’s Day cards …first off, it 
was not made a National Holiday until 1914 … and here’s the history … 
 
Ann Maria Reeves Jarvis' work with women's organizations inspired the creation of Mother's 
Day as a national holiday. She was born in Culpeper, Virginia, on September 30, 1832, the 
daughter of the Rev. Josiah W. and Nancy Kemper Reeves. The family moved to Barbour 
County in present-day West Virginia when the Rev. Reeves was transferred to a Methodist 
church in Philippi. In 1850, Ann married Granville E. Jarvis, the son of a Philippi Baptist 
minister. Two years later, Granville and Ann Jarvis moved to nearby Webster in Taylor 
County.  
 
Jarvis organized a series of Mothers' Day Work Clubs in Webster, Grafton, Fetterman, 
Pruntytown, and Philippi, to improve health and sanitary conditions. Among other services, 
the clubs raised money for medicine, hired women to work for families in which the mothers 
suffered from tuberculosis, and inspected bottled milk and food. In 1860, local doctors 
supported the formation of clubs in other towns. 

The Baltimore and Ohio Railroad made Taylor County a strategic site during the Civil War. Ann Jarvis urged the Mothers' Day Work 
Clubs to declare their neutrality and provide relief to both Union and Confederate soldiers. The clubs treated the wounded and 
regularly fed and clothed soldiers stationed in the area. Jarvis also managed to preserve an element of peace in a community being 
torn apart by political differences. During the war, she worked tirelessly despite the personal tragedy of losing four of her children to 
disease. In all, eight of her twelve children died before reaching adulthood. 
 
Near the end of the war, the Jarvis family moved to the larger town of Grafton. Tensions increased as both Union and Confederate 
soldiers returned at war's end. In the summer of 1865, Ann Jarvis organized a Mothers' Friendship Day at the courthouse in 
Pruntytown to bring together soldiers and neighbors of all political beliefs. The event was a great success despite the fear of many 
that it would erupt in violence. Mothers' Friendship Day was an annual event for several years. 
 
Ann Jarvis' life revolved around the church. Under Granville's leadership, the Andrews Methodist Church was built in Grafton and 
dedicated in 1873. Anna taught Sunday School at the church for the next twenty-five years. After Granville's death in 1902, Anna 
moved to Philadelphia to live with her son Claude and daughters Anna and Lillian. Ann Maria Reeves Jarvis died in Bala- Cynwyd, 
west of Philadelphia, on May 9, 1905. Her daughter Anna led a small tribute to her mother at Andrews Methodist Church on May 12, 
1907, and dedicated her life to establishing a nationally recognized Mother's Day. The first official Mother's Day ceremonies were 
held at Andrews Methodist in Grafton and the Wanamaker Store Auditorium in Philadelphia on May 10, 1908. Six years later, 
President Woodrow Wilson signed a Congressional Resolution setting aside Mother's Day as a national holiday to be celebrated on 
the second Sunday in May.  
 

 

 

  

 
Anna Jarvis was born in the village of 
Webster, Taylor County, West Virginia, 
on May 1, 1864, in a two-story wooden 
house built by her father, Granville E. 
Jarvis, in 1854. The family occupied the 
house for eleven years during one of the 
most exciting periods of American 
history 

Anna Jarvis 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Postcards and Silk  
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Right after the first of the this year on one of my many quests to complete a 
postcard series, I sat at Rhode Island Postcard Club President Elgin 
Boyce’s table at one of our meetings in hopes to find one postcard to 
complete my State Belle series by Tuck … while talking to Elgin about the 
Tuck State Belle’s, he handed me a different set of State Belle’s, ….. 
Postcards from the Langsdorf set, these postcards are different for a few 
reasons one of which was the set was issued in three different types (Flat, 
Embossed, and Silk Applied Embossed), one thing that struck me about 
the postcards were that the Silk Applied Embossed postcards were so 
detailed in the dresses that the women in the cards wore, it is/was amazing 
quality … after talking to Elgin about the silk cards, it was time to due some 
research …. This subject right off the bat, I realized would take me on 
many twists and turns with different types of silk postcards and publishers 
… as well as many hand made during the First World War … At this point, 
the staff and I decided to focus on machine made silk postcards as more 
information would be available (we thought) … so off to find out how silk 
was weaved into patterns. The mechanism that made this possible was the 
Jucquard attachment, with which the operation of a loom could be 
programmed on punch to make practically any desired design, What is a 
Jucquard attachment? …. Asked the staff. 
 
Joseph Jacquard, the son of a silk weaver, was born in Lyon in 1752. He 
inherited his father's small weaving business but trade was bad and 
eventually went bankrupt. In 1790 he was given the task of restoring a loom 
made by Jacques de Vaucasan (A loom is a machine or device for weaving 
thread or yarn into textiles). Although fifty years old, it was one of the 
earliest examples of an automatic loom. Working on this loom led to him 
developing a strong interest in the mechanization of silk manufacture.  
 
The French Revolution brought a temporary halt to Jacquard's 
experiments. Jacquard fought on the side of the Republicans but as soon 
as they achieved victory, he returned to work. As a result of the Industrial 
Revolution and the creation of automated processes, such as mechanical 
looms and weaving machines, plain fabrics could be mass-produced at a 
much greater rate and lower cost than in the past 
 
In 1801 he constructed a loom that used a series of punched (with holes) 
cards to control the pattern of longitudinal warp threads depressed before 
each sideways passage of the shuttle. Jacquard later developed a machine 
where the punched cards were joined to form an endless loop that 
represented the program for the repeating pattern used for cloth and carpet 
designs. 
 

 

Example of Langsdorf State Belle Postcard, with 
Silk being applied on Dress, Pendent, and Hat 

(Above) 

 
Joseph-Marie Jacquard 

Born: July 7, 1752 
Passed: August 7, 1834 

  

Examples of a Jacquard Loom, with punch cards 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Postcards and Silk (Continued)  
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Each hole in the card corresponds to a "Bolus" hook, which can either be up 
or down. The hook raises or lowers the harness which carries and guides the 
warp thread so that the weft will either lay above or below it. The sequence of 
raised and lowered threads is what creates the pattern. Each hook can be 
connected via the harness to a number of threads, allowing more than one 
repeat of a pattern. A loom with a 400 hook head might have 4 threads 
connected to each hook, giving you a fabric that is 1600 warp ends wide with 
four repeats of the weave going across. 
 
It was the first machine to use punch cards to control a sequence of 
operations. Although it did no computation based on them, it is considered an 
important step in the history of computing hardware. The ability to change the 
pattern of the loom's weave by simply changing cards was an important 
conceptual precursor to the development of computer programming.  
 
Jacquard's invention allowed patterns to be woven without the intervention of 
the weaver. At first Jacquard's looms were destroyed by weavers who feared 
unemployment. The French government took over the invention and Jacquard 
was given a royalty on every loom sold.  
 
By 1812 there were 11,000 Jacquard looms working in France, and they were 
also beginning to appear in other countries. The growth of the use of the 
Jacquard loom in the 1820s gave the textile industry a tremendous boost in 
Britain. By 1833 there were about 100,000 power-looms being used in this 
country that had been influenced by Jacquard's invention. 
 
By the end of the 1800’s when postcards exploded onto the scene, publishers 
where turning to many directions to enhance their products to win against 
competition … publishers turned to silk weavers for help in enhancing their 
postcards. The companies of Thomas Stevens, W. H. Grant, E. Bollans, John 
Caldicott, Dalton & Barton, Welch & Lenton, Brough, Nicholson & Hall, 
Brocklehurst-Whiston, as well as many others were already heavily into silk 
bookmarks for their trade, and upon seeing the profit to be made some 
started to produce their own postcards. The more famous being Thomas 
Stevens Company and the W.H. Grant Company, both of whose postcards 
are highly collectible today. 
 
Thomas Stevens of Coventry - England was the inventor and manufacturer of 
" Stevengraphs ", small pictures that are woven out of pure silk. Silk pictures 
are machine - made scenes that were a popular novelty in the late - Victorian 
era. Generally 2 1/2 X 6 inches and crammed with minute detail, they were 
mounted on cardboard and displayed on a wall, like tiny tapestries. Similar 
illustrations were woven into bookmarks, political ribbons, souvenirs and 
postcards. The mechanism that made this possible was the Jucquard 
attachment, with which the operation of a loom could be programmed on 
punch to make practically any desired design. Silk postcards and greeting 
cards first introduced in 1902. This postcards have the address - and side 
printed in the conventional manner. The scenic side has a small Stevens 
woven - silk picture or portrait let - in, surrounded by a pressed, relief - 
patterned border design. The early Stevens postcards do not bear the name 
and address of the manufacturer. The cards depict famous passenger liners 
were sold aboard these vessels. Postally used Stevens postcards are now 
rare. 

 

 

 
Pictured on right side of page: Top - Full view of Jacquard Loom. Middle – Close-up view of the 8 
x 26 hole punch cards - one card per pick (weft) in the fabric. Bottom - Close-up view of comber 

board, harness, mails, weights (Lings)and warp with 1040 ends. 
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Postcards and Silk (Continued)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Research done by Snoop; Information taken from the Internet, and The Picture Postcard Monthly) 

Stevens started manufacturing silk postcards in 1903 in Coventry, and 
continued production into the 1920's. The range of subjects was 
enormous; probably well over one hundred different designs were 
produced. A favorite Stevens subject was ocean liners like the RMS 
Lucan a, Etruria, Capanania, Invernia and Caronia. 'Hands across the 
Sea' was another favorite, like the card showing clasped hands, the 
American and British flags. 
 
The silk cards are mounted with embossed paper borders and hear the 
words `Woven in Silk'. The colors are bright and realistic and the pictures 
incredibly lifelike and detailed. At first glance they might appear to be 
photographs, so accurate are they. 
 
Grant started production shortly before Stevens, in 1902, but also had his 
works in Coventry. By July 1905 he had already produced forty different 
subjects on postcards and finally produced over one hundred titles on a 
wide range of subjects. There are Grant silk cards of Royalty, of printed 
song sheets, views, exhibitions, etc. 
 
You will have to pay about two thirds as much to buy a Grant woven silk 
card. There seems no readily apparent reason for this; Grant cards are 
equally detailed and beautifully produced. As with Tuck's `Oillette' series, 
which are eagerly sought while the equally attractive Salmon, Faulkner 
and Ilildesheimer fascisms tend to be neglected, collectors seem to have 
seized on the name `Stevens' and underrated Grant. 
 
Grant cards usually have a printed credit on the paper surround, often 
with the words 'Woven in Silk' or `Real Silk Woven Postcard'. So help 
distinguish the two, it should be known that Grant cards have a printed 
border on a smooth surround which is not embossed like the Stevens 
surround.  
 
In 1903 Morgan & Company of Sydenham, England were selling silk 
woven cards manufactured by Stevens. Their stall was near the Crystal 
Palace, which was shown on their first silk postcard. 
 
`Alpha' is the name on the third big brand of silk postcard. Alphas are 
worth about a third the price of Stevens cards, although it seems that 
Stevens actually made these cards, which were then retailed in London by 
Messrs Stiebel whose trademark was `Alpha'. Stiebel introduced silk 
cards in June 1912, but most Alphas are to be found later, continuing into 
the twenties. Many of them are greetings cards -- `Birthday Wishes', `May 
Thy Life Be Full of joy', `Wishing you much Happiness', etc. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

[Stevens] 

[Alpha] 

[Stevens] 

[Grant] 
[Stevens] 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
(Please return this Section with Payment) 

 
 

  
NEW MEMBER:______ $12.00   RENEWAL:_______ $12.00 

(After June, new members can join at half annual dues.  
They will receive bulletins thru December and a copy of club roster.) 

 
NAME:  ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
TOWN or CITY: ________________________________  STA TE:  _________ ZIP CODE: _____________ 
  
FAMILY/MEMBER(S): _________________________________ ____________________________________________________ 
 
E-MAIL ADDRESS (OPTIONAL) _________________________ __________________  Publish _____ DO NOT PUBLISH __ ___ 
 
NEW MEMBERS: For RIPCC Membership Contest, Please give the name of the person who encouraged you to join. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Circle One:       Collector  Dealer  Collector/Dealer 
 
CATEGORIES COLLECTED: (Please list or update for Club Roster) 
 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Make payment to Rhode Island Post Card Club (RIPCC) . Send dues, address changes 
and inquiries  to Corresponding Secretary: 

Mary C. Valentine, 19 Haskell Street, New Bedford, Massachusetts  02745 
 

 

RHODE ISLAND POST CARD CLUB MEMBERSHIP (or RENEWAL)  APPLICATION 
(One Master Membership may include family members or associates at the same address) 

2006 Maine 
Antique Paper Shows  

Featuring 

POSTCARDS & PAPER COLLECTIBLIES 
 

Sunday, June 4th, 2006 (9:00am – 4:00pm) 
 

Holiday Inn - West 
81 Riverside Street, Portland, Maine 

 
For Info Contact: Brewster Harding: (207) 828-8065 
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Spring Post Card Show  
Sponsored by: 

PINE TREE POST CARD CLUB  
 

Sunday, May 21, 2006 (9:00am – 4:00pm) 
 

Holiday Inn - West 
81 Riverside Street, Portland, Maine 
(just off Exit 48 of Maine Turnpike) 

 
Admission: $3.00 

 

48th BIRTHDAY of the  
RHODE ISLAND POST CARD CLUB  

DELTIOLOGISTS WILL CELEBRATE ON MAY 28th, 2006  
 

Members bring finger "foods' of all kinds for our birthday celebration. You can bring in any kind of 
sandwiches, salads, cheese & crackers, cold meats and rolls, casseroles, baked beans, fruit, 

potato chips, desserts, any goodie that will help feed a bunch of hungry Deltiologists. The 
approximate time for the Buffet/luncheon will be 12:30 PM. 

 
We always have a donation plate for those who for any reason are not able to bring food. 

 
See you all on May 28th, come and bring your family and friends... 

 

 

 


