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Secretary & 
Membership  Mary C. Valentine  19 Haskell Street, New Bedford, MA 02745  

Phone: 508-995-8746 (marycvalentine@verizon.net) 
Rec. Secretary  Doris M. Zwolenski  71 Boardman Avenue, Cumberland, RI  02864-3704    
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Librarian..  Doris M. Zwolenski       71 Boardman Avenue, Cumberland, RI  02864-3704 
Refreshments..  Frances Bush     71 Duffield Road, Bristol, RI  02809 
50/50 Project.  Russell Archambault  P.O. Box 2032, Woonsocket, RI  02895 
Auctioneer &  
Programs..  Raymond Zwolenski      71 Boardman Ave.  Cumberland, RI  02864-3704 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
What Cheer News Bulletin:      (Published Bi-Monthly)  
Editor..   Gordon Hayner, Jr  92 Pleasant Street, Stoughton, MA 02072 
       Phone: 781-341-1291 (Gordon.Hayner@gmail.com) 
Mail Preparation.. Gordon Hayner, Jr  92 Pleasant Street, Stoughton, MA 02072 

CLASSIFIED ADS  
 

Advertising rates for the Bulletin:   1/8 page, $2.50;  1/4 page, $5.00;  1/2 page, $10;  full page, $20.  Straight line copy – 0.7 per word 
with $1.50 minimum charge, payable in advance to the Rhode Island Post Card Club.  Every effort is made to compile material carefully, 

however, advertising and articles may be edited.  Neither RIPCC nor the Editor assumes any liability for errors and omissions in 
publication of What Cheer News Bulletin.  Corrections will be made in the following issue.  All RIPCC Officers and Committee Members 
serve in a voluntary capacity.  The Club conducts a post card (& related materials) auction at all meetings except October.  You must be 

a RIPCC member to participate.  Member pays 15% to RIPCC from the selling price. 
 

MEMBER’S CLASSIFIED ADS  
 
REMINDER:  As of February 1996, all Rhode Island Post Card Club  members in good standing are entitled to one free classified ad of 
25 words or less, including name and address, in an issue of the What Cheer News Bulletin.  You may advertise to buy or sell.  Ads will 

be run as space permits, at the discretion of the Editor. 

CLUB MEETINGS ARE HELD ON THE LAST SUNDAY OF THE MO NTH, SEPTEMBER THROUGH JUNE, FROM 
8 AM TO 2 PM AT the KNIGHTS of COLUMBUS HALL, 1 VOL TURNO STREET, NORTH PROVIDENCE, RHODE 

ISLAND, 02904. THE OCTOBER MONTHLY MEETING IS THE A NNUAL EXHIBIT & SALE,  
HELD AT A DIFFERENT LOCATION.  

 
Membership in the club is open to all with a US mailing address including APO & FPO.Dues are $12.00 per year, which covers one 
master membership including family/associates living at the same address.  All membership renewals are due on January 1 of each 

year.  Dues are payable to the Rhode Island Post Card Club.  Mail to Corresponding Secretary, Mary Valentine.  Each master 
membership receives one copy of the Club Bulletin and one BI-Annual roster. 

RHODE ISLAND POST CARD CLUB (RIPCC)  
Organized May 1958          Official Greeting  “What Cheer, Netop”          Non- Profit Organization  
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Directions to - Knights of Columbus Hall  
 

1 Volturno Street 
North Providence, Rhode Island (8:00am – 3:00pm) 

 
Coming from the South:  Take I-95 North to Route 146 North, then 
take the 2nd Exit onto Mineral Spring Avenue; Take a Right off the 
Ramp and proceed on Mineral Spring Avenue to Traffic Light. Take 
Right turn onto Charles Street; proceed down Charles Street. Volturno 
Street is the  7th  street on the Right, take a Right onto Volturno Street; 
the Knights of Columbus Hall is at the End. 
 
Coming from the North:  Take I-95 South to Exit 24; take a Right onto 
Branch Avenue, at the 3rd Light; Turn Right onto Charles Street; 
Volturno Street is the 15th street up on the Left, take a Left onto 
Volturno Street; the Knights of Columbus Hall is at the End. 

 

CONNECTICUT 
POSTCARD CLUB INC.  

Presents its 
25th ANNUAL POST CARD SHOW 

SUNDAY, June 11, 2006 
HOLIDAY INN NORTH HAVEN 

 
201 Washington Ave. (Rte. 5) 

I-91 Exit 12, Take Right onto Rte. 5 to Holiday Inn 
Rte. 15 to Exit 63, Rte. 22 East to Rte. 5 North 

Free Early Entry for Club Members 9:00-10:00 AM 
(Membership & Renewals available at door) 
General Public Hours 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

35+ Dealers * Ample Parking * Food on Premises 
For General Info & Dealer Inquiries Call: 

 
TOM MILLS (203) 888-0205 
E-mail: colpap@aol.com  

 
Admission $3.00     With Ad or Flyer $2.00 

BRIMFIELD PAPER & POSTCARD MARATHON  
*THREE GREAT SHOW WEEKS IN 2006* 

 
(MAY 5th to MAY 13th) (JULY 7th to JULY 15th) (SEPT  1st to SEPT 9th) 
9 A.M. to 6 P.M. FRIDAY to SATURDAY - FREE ADMISSION (Except on Tuesday) 

 
(On Tuesday Field Show Day - WE OPEN AT 1 P.M.) 

(On the Last Saturday, Show Opens at 8 A.M.) 
 

THE POSTCARD & EPHEMERA CENTER 
 

BRIMFIELD ACRES NORTH FIELD on Rte. 20 
 

West end of Brimfield, MA., near Palmer 
Modern Indoor Space (Heated & Air Conditioned) 

 
Featuring Supplies for Dealers & Collectors, Price Guides, 

Postcards, Trade Cards, Old Books, Stamps & Postal History, 
Maps Magazines, Posters & Prints, Advertising Items, 

Antique Smalls and All types of Printed Ephemera. 
 

For QUALITY - VALUE- SERVICE we are SECOND TO NONE. 
For more info, directions, dealer inquiries, etc. 

Phone/Fax: (203)272-2841/E-mail: cartophilians@cox.net 
 

Promoters: JOSE RODRIGUEZ & HARRIS GRAY  

 

Club Member Address Changes:  
 

Mrs. Phyllis Ansell 
3203 South Salford Boulevard 

Northport, Florida  
34287 

 
Stephen E. Gilman 

5201 Desoto Road – Apt 101 
Sarasota, Florida  

34235 

 

Editor’s Notes:  

Hello All … Spring is finally here, after not too bad a winter, thankfully, the 
staff has been once again busy doing detective work on Postcard’s, this 
time Snoop  and Scoop  came up with Postcard Artist articles, Shadow  and 
Sassy , while knocking down a box of postcards came across the 
“Mailomat” postcard and had to investigate …also welcome new staff 
member Snapshot , who took the cover photo’s in Newport, during the St. 
Patrick’s Day parade. 
 
As Always 

������ �
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Report of the Recording Secretary - January 29, 200 6 

 
The 525th meeting of the Rhode Island Post Card Club was held on January 29,2006. President Elgin Boyce called the meeting to order 
at 11 AM with our official greeting, " What Cheer Netop! " Approximately 70 members and guests returned the greeting. 
 
The Recording Secretary, Maggie Zwolenski read her report, it was accepted as read. 
The Treasurer, Robert Lanpher read his report. It was accepted as read and placed in file. The Corresponding 'Secretary, Mary 
Valentine said that dues are coming in regularly now Anyone who wants to pay their dues today may do so. She is working on a new 
roster which will be out in May. Memberships must be renewed by the middle of April. Anyone not renewing by the middle of April will be 
dropped from the membership. Mary's report was accepted as read. 
 
President Boyce said that we need some other ways of advertising the Club such as leaflets about the size of show cards to hand out to 
people who show an interest in joining. They would contain all the basic information about the Club. :It mould list our schedual of 
meetings and general information of what people can find when they come to the Post Card Club; getting to meet the Officers and the 
dealers, learning the value of their post cards, and withdrawing books from our Deltiology Library which will open up a whole new world 
of enjoyment in this amazing hobby. 
 
A new book, " Advertising Postcards " with price guide, written by Robert Reed was donated to our Deltiology Library today by member, 
George Petrin. Many thanks George. This book as well as quite a few others will be brought to the March 26th meeting by our Librarian, 
Maggie Zwolenski. Books may be withdrawn by members only for one month unless more time is needed to complete studying certain 
books. 
 
Before the meeting Russ Archambault and Ray Zwolenski conducted the 50/50 project, and our Auctioneer, Ray Zwolenski conducted a 
lively auction of post cards. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 11:25AM 
 
Report Respectfully submitted by; 
Doris “Maggie” Zwolenski  
Recording Secretary 

 

 

Report of the Recording Secretary – February 26, 20 06 
 

The 526th meeting of the Rhode Island Post Card Club was held on February 26,2006. President Elgin Boyce called the meeting to 
order at 11:00AM with our official greeting " What Cheer Netop!" There were a few hearty New Englanders who ventured out in this near 
zero degree weather who returned the greeting. When the temperatures outside warmed up to about 20 degrees a few more members 
arrived. 
 
The Recording Secretary, Maggie Zwolenski read her report, it was accepted as read. The Treasurer, Robert Lanpher read his report it 
was accepted as read and placed in file. Our Corresponding Secretary, Mary Valentine was not here today. Mary was home sick with 
cold. There were quite a few of our members out sick with colds. Get well quick everyone, we miss you. 
 
President Boyce announced that one of our long time members, Jim Roche is quite ill and in a hospice Hospital. A few cards from 
members would help to cheer him up. I will give his address at the end of this report. (Jim Roche, 44 Churchill Avenue, Arlington, 
Massachusetts 02476-6326) 
 
There was no new business and no old business brought up. 
 
It was great to see our Editor, Gordon Hayner at the meeting and gaining new strength since his sudden illness a few months ago. 
Congratulations are in order 24/7 Gordon on such a fine Bulletin. You certainly are a very talented man... 
 
Before the meeting the 50/50 project was conducted by Ray Zwolenski. Much thanks to Clair Boyce who helped Ray with the tickets.  
A very lively auction of post cards was conducted by our auctioneer, Ray Zwolenski. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 11:15 AM 
 
Respectfully submitted by  
Doris "Maggie" Zwolenski  
Recording Secretary 
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Welcome NEW Members to our Rhode Island Posctard Cl ub!  
 

Lou Mortelli, 1559 Main Street, Walpole, Massachusetts 02081 
 

Eileen Robinson, 21 Greenway Lane, Pascoag, Rhode Island 02859 
 

Robert Cormier, 606 County Street, New Bedford, Massachusetts 02740 
 

Albert Brunelle, 2 Edelweiss Avenue, Lincoln, Rhode Island  02865 

The “MAILOMAT”  

PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE  
 

Please send in your membership renewal as soon as possible.  This is the year the 
club needs to make up the new Roster which consists of approximately 300 members 
and the club would like to get everyone re-listed and up-dated.   If the club does not 
have renewals by April 10th, they will be sent out a “gentle” reminder.  Anyone not 

renewing by May 1st will, unfortunately, have to be dropped from our membership – 
and the club really does like to lose members.   

So, PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE help to make Mary Valentine’s job easier and get 
your renewal in the mail today. 

 
Mary C. Valentine 

19 Haskell Street, New Bedford, Massachusetts 02745  
 

The "Mailomat" was a coin-operated letter box and postage meter 
mailing machine. To mail a letter yon dropped coins in designated 
slots, twist a dial to select desired postage value, inserted your 
letter in an aperture, and it was automatically prepaid and 
deposited in a U. S. mailbox, ready for scheduled mail collection. 
No adhesive stumps were needed. And the century-old practice of 
licking them gave way to the modern, mechanical imprinting of 
metered mail stamps, complete with postmark and date of mailing. 
 
Letters and post cards of all kinds and sizes could be dispatched 
via this "miniature post office", which raked coins for letters, 
including air mail, special delivery and foreign mail. The 
"Mailomat" was a direct outgrowth of the post office licensed 
postage meter, used by thousands of business firms. 
 
  

Developed as an auxiliary postal service unit by Pitney-Bowes 
Postage Meter Co. of Stamford, Conn., in cooperation with the 
United Status Post Office Department, the " Mailomat" was 
launched on an extended public test May 17th, 1939 in the lobby 
of New York City's General Post Office. At the unveiling, 
ceremony, presided over by Postmaster Albert Goldman, Third 
Assistant Postmaster General Ramsey S. Black coin mailed the 
first two letters to President Roosevelt. The new public postal 
convenience was designed for day and night service in post 
offices, hotels, stores, railway stations and other public places. 
 
Since early and unusual metered mail postage stamps already 
have considerable philatelic value, it is believed that this 
souvenir rover, bearings; one of the "Mailomat" meter stamps, 
will someday prove an interesting and valuable philatelic item. 

 

(Research done by Shadow; Information taken from the Internet, and The Pitney-Bowes Company, Stamford, Connecticut – Postcard from Snoop’s Collection) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Club Show and Meeting Calendar - COMING EVENTS  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

March 2006  
 
March 12 (Sunday) - The Bay State Post Card Collectors Club Monthly Meeting; Arlington Elks Club meeting Hall,  

4 Pond Lane, Arlington, Massachusetts (8:30am – 2:30pm). 
 
March 18 (Saturday) - The Granite State Post Card Club, Unitarian Church, Central Street, Franklin, New Hampshire (9am-

1pm) For more information contact Doug Richards (603) 225-9062 
 
March 26 (Sunday) - RIPCC Monthly Meeting,  Knights  of Columbus Hall, 1 Volturno Street, North Provide nce, 

Rhode Island, 02904  (8am - 3pm).  
 
March 29 (Wednesday) - Central Mass Postcard Club Meeting, St. Joseph’s Church, Barre, Massachusetts  

(7:15pm-9:00pm) Contact: Barton D. Kamp (bartdk@mindspring.com) 
 
March 30 (Thursday) - Cape Cod PCC Monthly Meeting,  Carleton Hall, Old Bass River Rd,  

Dennis, Massachusetts  (6pm - 9pm) 
 

April 2006  
 
April 8 (Saturday) - The Bay State Post Card Collectors Club, Card-O-Rama, Armenian Cultural & Educational Center, 

47 Nichols Ave, East Watertown, Massachusetts (8:30am-3:30pm) 
 
April 15 (Saturday) - The Granite State Post Card Club, Unitarian Church, Central Street, Franklin, New Hampshire (9am-

1pm) For more information contact Doug Richards (603) 225-9062 
 
April 26 (Wednesday) - Central Mass Postcard Club Meeting, St. Joseph’s Church, Barre, Massachusetts  

(7:15pm-9:00pm) Contact: Barton D. Kamp (bartdk@mindspring.com) 
 
April 27 (Thursday) - Cape Cod PCC Monthly Meeting,  Carleton Hall, Old Bass River Rd,  

Dennis, Massachusetts  (6pm - 9pm) 
 

April 30 (Sunday) - RIPCC Monthly Meeting,  Knights  of Columbus Hall, 1 Volturno Street, North Provide nce, 
Rhode Island, 02904  (8am - 3pm).  

 
May 2006 

 
May 14 (Sunday) - The Bay State Post Card Collectors Club Monthly Meeting; Arlington Elks Club meeting Hall,  

4 Pond Lane, Arlington, Massachusetts (8:30am – 2:30pm). 
 
May 20 (Saturday) - The Granite State Post Card Club, Unitarian Church, Central Street, Franklin, New Hampshire (9am-

1pm) For more information contact Doug Richards (603) 225-9062 
 
May 25 (Thursday) - Cape Cod PCC Monthly Meeting,  Carleton Hall, Old Bass River Rd,  

Dennis, Massachusetts  (6pm - 9pm) 
 
May 28 (Sunday) - RIPCC Monthly Meeting,  Knights o f Columbus Hall, 1 Volturno Street, North Providenc e, 

Rhode Island, 02904  (8am - 3pm).  
 
May 31 (Wednesday) - Central Mass Postcard Club Meeting, St. Joseph’s Church, Barre, Massachusetts  

(7:15pm-9:00pm) Contact: Barton D. Kamp (bartdk@mindspring.com) 
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Postcards of Artist Charles Dana Gibson and the “Gi bson Girls”  
 

In Victorian times, illustrators for popular magazines had as much influence on 
people as movies and television do today. Just as we now look for fashion ideas and 
moral inspiration from celebrities, actors, or musicians, so the Americans of the 
1890's and first two decades of the past century found their hopes and ideals 
expressed in the pen-and-ink drawings of Charles Dana Gibson. 
 
Charles Dana Gibson was an American graphic artist, noted for his creation of one of 
the first pin-up girls, the "Gibson Girl". 
 
He was born in Roxbury, Massachusetts, a descendant of sturdy, hard-working New 
England stock. His father was a Civil War lieutenant who dabbled as an amateur 
artist, and his mother was a warm-hearted spontaneous woman who lavished 
affection and encouragement on her five children. During a childhood illness, 
Gibson's father taught him how to make silhouettes of people, animals, and trees, 
and eventually Charles became so adept at it that when he was twelve, his parents 
entered his work in an exhibition that gained him his first recognition as an artist. 
 
A talented youth, his parents enrolled him in the Art Students League, Manhattan, a 
fine school boasting famous painters like Thomas Eakins and William Merrit Chase 
on the staff. Charles' fellow students included the soon-to-be-acclaimed Western 
painter Frederic Remington. He studied there for two years before the financial 
hardship on his family made him decide to go to work so that he could pay his 
parents back for their generous support. Unfortunately, the skill that he had displayed 
as a silhouette artist was not evident, at first, in his pen-and-ink work. He made the 
rounds of all the magazines and publishers, both large and small - he had good 
business sense - with no success, until finally in the fall of 1886 he managed to sell, 
for four dollars, a small drawing of a dog chained to his doghouse, baying at the 
moon. 
 
The purchaser of this work was Life magazine, at that time an influential humor 
publication edited by John Ames Mitchell, an artist himself. Although he thought 
Charles' work was crude, he saw the "honesty and courage" in it, which led him to 
give Gibson guidance and then more work - for the next thirty years. Gibson was 
nothing if not determined, and he parlayed his first sale (after celebrating his new 
professional status with a seventy-five cent chicken pie) into an ever-growing 
business. Month to month his income increased steadily, and he found himself a 
studio. He poured over English and American magazines for new techniques and 
ideas, and when, in 1889, he was earning enough money for a trip to England and 
Paris, he went there specifically to study. 
 
He met his idol, the English artist George du Maurier, who did satiric drawings for 
Puck, and when he came back to America Gibson developed a new vitality in his 
style. Du Maurier was famous for his drawings of striking society women, and soon 
Gibson would be, too. By 1890, the artist was working for all the major publications in 
New York: The Century, Harper's Monthly, Weekly Bazaar plus doing his weekly 
drawings for Life. Then, with the creation of the "Gibson Girl," as she came to be 
called, he became - in modern parlance- a superstar. 
 
The Gibson Girl was, in the artist's own words, "The American Girl to all the world," 
even as she raised her new-fangled golf-club and cried "Fore!" She was spunky and 
sentimental, down-to-earth and aristocratic at the same time. And she appeared in 
drawings that captured with bold craftsmanship such timeless themes as love, 
money, self-deception, and social climbing. One brilliant and moving series published 
in 1899 even shows the Gibson Girl from infancy to old age. 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Postcards of Artist Charles Dana Gibson and the “Gi bson Girls” (Continued)  
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Gibson's captions gave the drawings, with their masterly evocation of mood through light and shadow, the quality of 
short stories. And indeed, in such series as "Mr. Pipp's Education," which was about a henpecked husband and his 
family traveling through Europe, Gibson created the visual equivalent of a novel. 
 
The country rewarded this artist and social commentator (he preferred to see himself as the later) with the greatest 
adulation ever seen up to that time for an illustrator. Not only did he become a social lion and New York's most eligible 
bachelor (until he settled down with Virginia society belle Irene Langhorne in 1895), but he saw the nation decree 
"Gibson-mania" for the next two decades. 
 
There was merchandising of the Gibson Girl on the level of Mickey Mouse or Star Wars. Large size books ("table 
albums," they were called), china plates and saucers, ashtrays, tablecloths, pillow covers, chair covers, souvenir 
spoons, screens, fans, umbrella stands...all bore the image of Gibson's creations. There was even a wallpaper for 
bachelor apartments, with the lovely Gibson faces in endless array. A popular turn-of-the-century hobby, pyrography, 
saw people burning the Gibson Girl into leather and wood; and the image was traced and stitched into handkerchiefs. 
There were plays, songs, and even a movie based on his creation. 
 
Amid this adulation, the well-bred young ladies of the time came (with their chaperones) to Gibson's studio to pose; 
later, many of them claimed to have been the "original" Gibson Girl. And to keep his heroine company, the artist 
developed the Gibson Man, (for whom he himself could have passed), handsome, courteous, romantic, and almost at 
all times subtly in awe of the gorgeous Gibson Girl; for what comes across most clearly in the drawings is that Gibson 
felt women were clearly the superior sex...at least in terms of points per game! 
 
Yet the important thing is that Gibson was able to show this in a way that never offended men; if anything, his male 
audience must have nodded in comradely, if rueful, agreement Charles Dana Gibson's elegant drawings captured the 
spirit of an age. Never before had an artist stirred such commercial interest. Magazines fought for the exclusive rights 
to his services in negotiations which made headlines; but no matter what agreements he made (and Colliers offered 
him unheard of thousands of pre-tax dollars if only he would be theirs alone), he always maintained a connection to 
Life, the publication that gave him his start. 
 
Indeed, after World War I (during which Gibson led his fellow artists in creating soul-stirring patriotic art) and the death 
of his mentor John Ames Mitchell, Gibson took over Life himself, as editor. Unfortunately - or perhaps it was fortunate 
from Gibson's point of view, because now he had the time to paint in oils, which his busy schedule had long precluded - 
the end of World War I brought a change in the country's attitudes, and John Held's flapper drawings took the place of 
the Gibson Girl in the public's heart. Gibson dedicated himself to his paintings, depicting his surroundings and family 
near his home in Maine, and he earned critical acclaim for his efforts. By the time of his death in 1944, the world was 
much different indeed, but Gibson's spirit certainly lived on, especially in the rash of 1890's nostalgia movies produced 
in Hollywood in the early 1940's. 
 
Besides many Postcards published, The Detroit Publishing Company also Published the 14000 series containing 
numbers 14000 thru 14197 between 1905 and 1910 showing Charles Dana Gibson’s work. 

  

(Research done by Snoop; Information taken from the Internet, The Postcard Collector by Thomas Range, Detroit Publishing Company Guide by James Lowe) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Modern Postcards of Artist Rick Geary  
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While researching information for the “Charles Dana Gibson” story in this bulletin, the staff often asked doesn’t anybody 
have the skill, form, and talent to create postcards today that are not photo’s? showing great artwork? Opening up a 
modern postcard box, I began to show the staff, some postcards I had gathered in the last few years of an artist from the 
Midwest .. a very talented artist, by the name of Rick Geary. 
 
Rick Geary was born in Kansas City, Missouri on 25th February 1946. and moved with his family to Wichita, Kansas in 
1958. In 1964, when he graduated from Wichita High School, he went first to Lawrence, Kansas and then to the 
University of Kansas where he gained a degree in commercial art. From an early age Rick discovered that he had a 
talent for sketching, and so when he went to university it was only natural that he should see his future as being in the 
world of design. 
 
"I was in the design school at Kansas. I planned to go into commercial art when I finished but, I lost interest in it." In fact 
a new career opened for him when he took his Masters in film in 1970, and he became a manager of a film theatre in 
Los Angeles. It was one of those quirks of fate that delivered Rick back into the world of illustrating.  
 
Out of the blue a newspaper "New Newspaper' offered him a job as an illustrator, and opened up opportunities that Rick 
never imagined existed. “I liked the opportunity to work for a newspaper, but most of all it was the discovery of the 
rapidograph pen that changed my whole life. The best way I can describe it is to say that it's like a mechanical fountain 
pen-like the ones draughtsmen use.” 
 

   

Rick has continued to use a rapidograph pen to this day. 
and it has helped him to develop a unique and easily 
recognizable style. He has been labeled as one of the 
new wave comics-variously defined as absurd, bizarre, 
surreal, morbid etc., but however you describe his work 
it has a style all of its own. In 1975 he moved from 
Wichita to San Diego where he quickly established 
himself as a free-lance artist and illustrator. Although he 
is known to many collectors as a postcard artist, there is 
obviously no way he could make a living from postcard 
commissions, and Rick set about writing and illustrating 
his own mini books. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 RI POST CARD CLUB - WHAT CHEER NEWS - VOLUME 47 NUM BER 2                        MAR/APR   2006       P AGE 10 

Modern Postcards of Artist Rick Geary (Continued)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Rick Geary's Mini Comix“ set number 1 has been followed by a whole series of publications. All the Mini Comix series, 
and other publications, make use of his considerable talents as an illustrator and the fifteen booklets, grouped in six 
sets, and has established Rick's reputation.  
 
It was at this point that he came to the notice of the postcard world, and was commissioned by the Wichita Postcard 
Club to design a card for their second Annual Postcard Show. The design, which was a limited edition like all those to 
follow, was a success, and Rick has designed every card since 1979 for the Wichita Postcard Club. The designs, apart 
from the first, have all been in color, and the subject matter has ranged from skeletons to Halley's Comet. Some of the 
later cards are numbered on the back, e.g. 1986 1-500. 1987 1-400, and all the cards are relatively scarce and very 
collectable. American postcard collectors celebrate annual 'National Postcard Weeks', and Rick Geary has designed 
some of the best cards, including many for the Wichita Club.  
 
During the eighties Rick has gained national recognition, and his work has appeared in a score of newspapers and 
magazines. These have included national periodicals such as Heavy Metal, Rolling Stone and National Lampoon. He 
has also found the time to design over one hundred postcards, many of them for collectors, who have used his talents to 
advertise for their particular wants.  
 

 

From 1981-84 Rick designed a series of thirteen cards in which he published himself. Many of the cards have a 
strong fantasy theme, two are Christmas cards and some are outrageously funny. The last in the series, the Leaping 
Man, which is available in color as well as black and white, became Rick's business card. Unfortunately, during the 
successful years, he gave the card away to customers purchasing his Mini Comix sets: not surprisingly, the cards are 
now relatively scarce.  He also has written and illustrated three children’s books based on The Mask for Dark Horse 
and two Spider-Man children's books for Marvel.  His children’s comic “Society of Horrors” runs in Disney Adventures 
magazine. 
 
He and his wife Deborah can be found every year in the Artists Alley at San Diego Comic Con International. They 
reside in the beautiful Golden Hill section of San Diego. 

  

   

 

(Research done by Snoop; Information taken from the Internet, and The Picture Postcard Monthly) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Please return this Section with Payment) 
 

 

  
NEW MEMBER:______ $12.00   RENEWAL:_______ $12.00 

(After June, new members can join at half annual dues.  
They will receive bulletins thru December and a copy of club roster.) 

 
NAME:  ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
TOWN or CITY: ________________________________  STA TE:  _________ ZIP CODE: _____________ 
  
FAMILY/MEMBER(S): _________________________________ ____________________________________________________ 
 
E-MAIL ADDRESS (OPTIONAL) _________________________ __________________  Publish _____ DO NOT PUBLISH __ ___ 
 
NEW MEMBERS: For RIPCC Membership Contest, Please give the name of the person who encouraged you to join. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Circle One:       Collector  Dealer  Collector/Dealer 
 
CATEGORIES COLLECTED: (Please list or update for Club Roster) 
 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Make payment to Rhode Island Post Card Club (RIPCC) . Send dues, address changes 
and inquiries  to Corresponding Secretary: 

Mary C. Valentine, 19 Haskell Street, New Bedford, Massachusetts  02745 
 

 

RHODE ISLAND POST CARD CLUB MEMBERSHIP (or RENEWAL)  APPLICATION 
(One Master Membership may include family members or associates at the same address) 

Bay State Postcard Club  
57th Annual Card-O-Rama  

 

Saturday - April 8th, 2006 
 

Armenian Cultural & Educational Center, 
47 Nichols Avenue, Watertown, Massachusetts 

(8:30am-3:30pm) 48 Tables of Postcards and Ephemera 
 

Chairman Mr. John Vierra 1-207-657-4399 
magnet@postcardimages.com  

2006 MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL NOTICE  
DUES REMINDER 

 
We value your membership in the Rhode Island Post Card Club. Please take a few moments to 

complete the membership form below  to renew you membership for 2006. Please send your 
completed renewal form and a check for $12.00 payable to Rhode Island Post Card Club to: 

 
Mary C. Valentine 
19 Haskell Street,  

New Bedford, Massachusetts  
02745 
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2006 Maine 
Antique Paper Shows  

Featuring 

POSTCARDS & PAPER COLLECTIBLIES 
 

Sunday, March 26, 2006 (9:00am – 4:00pm) 
 

Holiday Inn 
81 Riverside Street, Portland, Maine 

 
For Info Contact: Brewster Harding: (207) 828-8065 

 


