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CLASSIFIED ADS  
 
Advertising rates for the Bulletin:   1/8 page, $2.50;  1/4 page, $5.00;  1/2 page, $10;  full page, $20.  Straight line copy – 0.7 per word 
with $1.50 minimum charge, payable in advance to the Rhode Island Post Card Club.  Every effort is made to compile material carefully, 
however, advertising and articles may be edited.  Neither RIPCC nor the Editor assumes any liability for errors and omissions in 
publication of What Cheer News Bulletin.  Corrections will be made in the following issue.  All RIPCC Officers and Committee Members 
serve in a voluntary capacity.  The Club conducts a post card (& related materials) auction at all meetings except October.  You must be 
a RIPCC member to participate.  Member pays 15% to RIPCC from the selling price. 
 

MEMBER’S CLASSIFIED ADS  
 
REMINDER:  As of February 1996, all Rhode Island Post Card Club  members in good standing are entitled to one free classified ad of 
25 words or less, including name and address, in an issue of the What Cheer News Bulletin.  You may advertise to buy or sell.  Ads will 
be run as space permits, at the discretion of the Editor. 

CLUB MEETINGS ARE HELD ON THE LAST SUNDAY OF THE MONTH, SEPTEMBER THROUGH JUNE, FROM 
8 AM TO 2 PM AT the KNIGHTS of COLUMBUS HALL, 1 VOLTURNO STREET, NORTH PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND, 

02904. THE OCTOBER MONTHLY MEETING IS THE ANNUAL EXHIBIT & SALE,  
HELD AT A DIFFERENT LOCATION. 

 
Membership in the club is open to all with a US mailing address including APO & FPO.Dues are $12.00 per year, which covers one 
master membership including family/associates living at the same address.  All membership renewals are due on January 1 of each 
year.  Dues are payable to the Rhode Island Post Card Club.  Mail to Corresponding Secretary, Mary Valentine.  Each master 
membership receives one copy of the Club Bulletin and one BI-Annual roster. 
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Editor’s Notes:  
 

 
Happy New Year, everybody, hope all had a enjoyable and festive 
holiday … the Staff has been keeping me busy with exercise getting 
my back and legs in shape …  
 
We continue to scan the Club older Bulletins into the computer system, 
once thought upon as a 6 month project has turned into a years long 
project, but we are almost done …. 
 
The staff did a purrr..fect job this issue helping my daughters with their 
project “The Meaning of Valentine’s”, we all had a lot of fun going 
through our holiday postcards …. 
 
So far, it seems that we have avoided the harsh winter, and hopefully 
spring will be just around the corner so we can get to the many 
postcard shows of the spring … 
 
We will be sending out more “Met the Club Member Profile” sheets, as 
per usual they will have a self addressed-stamp envelope with it, so if 
possible fill out and return, so we may all enjoy your thoughts …. 
 
Until next time, happy collecting 
 
As Always 

�������
 

 
Directions to - Knights of Columbus Hall  

 
1 Volturno Street 

North Providence, Rhode Island (8:00am – 3:00pm) 
 
Coming from the South:  Take I-95 North to Route 146 North, then 
take the 2nd Exit onto Mineral Spring Avenue; Take a Right off the 
Ramp and proceed on Mineral Spring Avenue to Traffic Light. Take 
Right turn onto Charles Street; proceed down Charles Street. Volturno 
Street is the  7th  street on the Right, take a Right onto Volturno Street; 
the Knights of Columbus Hall is at the End. 
 
Coming from the North:  Take I-95 South to Exit 24; take a Right onto 
Branch Avenue, at the 2nd Light; Turn Right onto Charles Street; 
Volturno Street is the 15th street up on the Left, take a Left onto 
Volturno Street; the Knights of Columbus Hall is at the End. 

 

 

What’s Hot ? Louis Wain 
Final Ebay Price : $143.00 
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DEADLINE 
 

For all material to be included in next bulletin is March 10, 2006. 
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Report of the Recording Secretary - November 27, 20 05 
 
 
The 523rd meeting of the Rhode Island Post Card Club was held on Nov. 27,2005. President Elgin Boyce called 
the meeting to order at 11:AM with our official greeting, " What Cheer Netop!" Approximately 80 members and 
guests returned the greeting. The Recording Secretary, Maggie Zwolenski read her report. It was accepted as 
read. The Treasurer, Robert Lanpher read his report, it was accepted as read and placed in file. The 
Corresponding Secretary, Mary Valentine reminded everyone that part of her duties is to receive dues and keep 
a record of new members. We have a contest each year to see who can encourage the most people to join our 
club. The contest starts with the date of our annual show and runs to the day before the following annual show. 
It is called the Al Miller Memorial Contest in honor of a past member who died a few years ago. He loved Rhode 
Island Post Card Club so much that he was responsible for getting many, many new members over a period of 
years. Both Al and his wife Anne were officers in Bay State-Post Card Collectors Club, as well as members of 
Rhode Island Post Card Club for many years. After Als' death his wife Anne established this contest to honor his 
dedication to our club. After Anne’s death Rhode Island Post Card Club Decided to keep this contest going in Al 
Miller’s memory.  
 
During the year of 2005 the winner of this contest was Bob Robinson. Congratulations Bob. The total new 
members for 2005 was 16 and we already have 2 new members for 2006. Lets keep promoting our club and 
getting new members to join. We have a very compatible group of people who are interested in post cards and 
getting to know others in our club. 
 
On a sad note Mary had to report the passing of member Rosemary Andrews, wife of member Robert J. 
Andrews, and mother of member, Robert J. Andrews Jr. Mary asked everyone to stand for a moment of silence. 
Rosemary will be sadly missed by all who knew her. Mary's report was accepted as read. 
 
President Boyce thanked Gordon for the tremendous job that he does as our editor. It is a pleasure to receive 
our bulletins. We really appreciate your work Gordon, it reflects well upon our club. Thanks again Gordie for all 
that you do. 
 
President Boyce congratulated the people who work the hardest in getting the Annual Show ready, Russ 
Archambault and Joe Coduri. Russ said that he and Joe wanted to thank the Bushes and the Baines for helping 
to keep the show running smoothly. Russ said that they deserved a big round of applause for all their hard work. 
 
President Boyce reminded everyone that our next meeting will be held on Dec. 18,2005, as Christmas falls on 
the last Sunday of Dec. Our annual Holiday Buffet will be held on the 18th of Dec. Please bring finger foods to 
help fill up our banquet tables and our hungry members... 
 
Before the meeting Russ Archambault and Ray Zwolenski ccnducted the 50/50 project, and an auction of post 
cards and related material was conducted by our auctioneer, Ray Zwolenski. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 11:20AM 
 
Report Respectfully submitted by; 
Doris “Maggie” Zwolenski  
Recording Secretary 
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Report of the Recording Secretary - December 18, 20 05 
 
 
The 524th meeting of the Rhode Island Post Card Club was held on Dec. 18,2005. President Elgin Boyce called 
the meeting to order at 11AM with our official greeting, " What Cheer Netop!" Approximately 70 members and 
guests returned the greeting. 
 
The Recording Secretary's report was waived. The Treasurer, Robert Lanpher read his report, it was accepted 
as read and placed in file. The Corresponding Secretary, Mary Valentine reminded everyone that she is 
accepting dues today. Mary said that Bob Lanpher had an E-mail from Stan Davidson who had another heart 
attack last week. He is doing okay and is back home from the hospital. Member, Steve Gilman is now living in 
Florida with his daughter since he had a pacemaker put in a few months ago. Best wishes to both of you for 
your continued well being. Mary's report was accepted as read. 
 
Mary read a report from Kathy Kreiser who is Chairman of the nominating committee. All officers are eligible for 
a second two year term, and all have agreed to another term for President, Elgin Boyce, Vice-President, Lynn 
Gaulin, Recording Secretary, Doris "Maggie" Zwolenski, Members-at-Large, Wayne Swanson and Ray 
Zwolenski. This was respectfully submitted by Kathy Kreiser. President Boyce reminded everyone that it is 
correct procedure to have nominations from the floor before the slate is voted on. President Boyce asked for 
any nominations from the floor, since there were none from the floor the nominations were closed and the slate 
was voted on. The slate was accepted for a second term. Officers will be inducted at the January 29,2006 
meeting. 
 
Before the meeting Russ Archambault and Ray Zwolenski conducted the 50/50 project, and an auction of post 

cards and related material was conducted by our auctioneer,Ray Zwolenski. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 11:15AM. 
 
HOLIDAY BUFFET 
 
The luncheon was served at 12 noon. The banquet tables were lovely and looked very festive. There were 
many platters and dishes of such delicious foods and such a great varity. There were many, many fancy 
desserts, cakes, pies, and cookies..what a temptation .... Many, many thanks to all the members who brought 
all this fantastic food; to everyone who set up and helped decorate the banquet tables; work in the kitchen, and 
help clean up after the party. Thanks to all who donated money also. Everything is deeply appreciated. 
 
What a wonderful way to spend a day. Deltiologist’s celebrating Christmas and other holidays together among 
thousands of post cards promotes such a feeling of good will and happiness. This has to be the greatest hobby 
in the world. 
 
Merry Christmas, Happy Holidays and Happy New Year 2006... 
 
Respectfully submitted by  
Doris "Maggie" Zwolenski  
Recording Secretary 
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Club Show and Meeting Calendar - COMING EVENTS  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

January 2006  
 
Jan 21 (Saturday) - The Granite State Post Card Club, Unitarian Church, Central Street, Franklin, New Hampshire (9am-

1pm) For more information contact Doug Richards (603) 225-9062 
 
Jan 25 (Wednesday) - Central Mass Postcard Club Meeting, St. Joseph’s Church, Barre, Massachusetts  

(7:15pm-9:00pm) Contact: Barton D. Kamp (bartdk@verizon.net) 
 
Jan 26 (Thursday) - Cape Cod PCC Monthly Meeting,  Carleton Hall, Old Bass River Rd,  

Dennis, Massachusetts  (6pm - 9pm) 
 
Jan 29 (Sunday) - Holyoke, Massachusetts - Postcards, stamps, coins and ephemera.  Holiday Inn Exit 4 Mass. 

Pike/Exit 15 Interstate 91.  Sunday 9AM-3PM.  Contact Joe Fuller, Tri State Shows  
498 Coleman Hill Rd, Rawsonville, Vt. 05155 (802) 297-1274 (pepsijoseph@yahoo.com)�

 
Jan 29 (Sunday) - RIPCC Monthly Meeting, Knights of  Columbus Hall, 1 Volturno Street, North Providence , 

Rhode Island, 02904  (8am - 3pm).  
 

February 2006  
 
Feb 12 (Sunday) - The Bay State Post Card Collectors Club Monthly Meeting; Arlington Elks Club meeting Hall,  

4 Pond Lane, Arlington, Massachusetts (8:30am – 2:30pm). 
 
Feb 18 (Saturday) - The Granite State Post Card Club, Unitarian Church, Central Street, Franklin, New Hampshire (9am-

1pm) For more information contact Doug Richards (603) 225-9062 
 
Feb 22 (Wednesday) - Central Mass Postcard Club Meeting, St. Joseph’s Church, Barre, Massachusetts  

(7:15pm-9:00pm) Contact: Barton D. Kamp (bartdk@verizon.net) 
 
Feb 23 (Thursday) - Cape Cod PCC Monthly Meeting,  Carleton Hall, Old Bass River Rd,  

Dennis, Massachusetts  (6pm - 9pm) 
 
Feb 26 (Sunday) - RIPCC Monthly Meeting, Knights of  Columbus Hall, 1 Volturno Street, North Providence , 

Rhode Island, 02904  (8am - 3pm).  
         

March 2006  
 
Mar 12 (Sunday) - The Bay State Post Card Collectors Club Monthly Meeting; Arlington Elks Club meeting Hall,  

4 Pond Lane, Arlington, Massachusetts (8:30am – 2:30pm). 
 
Mar 18 (Saturday) - The Granite State Post Card Club, Unitarian Church, Central Street, Franklin, New Hampshire (9am-

1pm) For more information contact Doug Richards (603) 225-9062 
 
Mar 26 (Sunday) - RIPCC Monthly Meeting,  Knights o f Columbus Hall, 1 Volturno Street, North Providenc e, 

Rhode Island, 02904  (8am - 3pm).  
 
Mar 29 (Wednesday) - Central Mass Postcard Club Meeting, St. Joseph’s Church, Barre, Massachusetts  

(7:15pm-9:00pm) Contact: Barton D. Kamp (bartdk@mindspring.com) 
 
Mar 30 (Thursday) - Cape Cod PCC Monthly Meeting,  Carleton Hall, Old Bass River Rd,  

Dennis, Massachusetts  (6pm - 9pm) 
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VALENTINE Postcard History  
 

St. Valentine is on almost all calendars yet the church has little to do with him. (another 
such holiday is "All Hallow's Eve) There are many stories about the origin of this festive 
Holiday. One tale is that it has to do with the beheading of Valentinus in the year 270 A. 
D. for preaching honor and constancy in marriage to young couples which was contrary 
to pagan belief. While in jail he wrote to the jailor's blind daughter, who had befriended 
him (and whose sight he was supposed to have restored) and signed the notes from 
"your Valentine". 
 
Historians say that he was executed for assisting the martyrs who were being persecuted 
by Claudius II and he became a martyr also. It was years later that his name was used 
because he died on the eve of a festival that was to become one of the customs brought 
to England by the Romans. The Christians often changed the name of pagan festivals to 
the of people of the Christian faith. 
 
This particular festival in early Roman history had the youths gathering at the temples to 
honor the Gods Juno and Pan about February 14th; young men would remove scrolls 
with name of a maiden carefully written on it. She was to be his favorite of the 
forthcoming year. This was the custom that later appeared as an English holiday. 
 
At least two other ideas prevail. It is believed that the word "valentine" came from the 
Norman word "Galatine" meaning gallant, or lover. The mating of the birds in February or 
early spring played a part in this celebrated day. As early as 1370-80 Chaucer referred to 
the birds mating and "Seynt Valentine". 
 

 

However it started Valentine's Day became a day for lovers. Perhaps, with the advent of 
the nasty comic lithograph of the early and mid 1800's not so much fun for some. 
 
Many believe Valentine's Day is the oldest holiday that can be traced through history. This 
is not true. There always have been greetings in one form or another. The caveman wrote 
on the walls of the cave in his own fashion. The Egyptians had hieroglyphics, papyrus and 
gorgeous colors. The Egyptian artist and lover of art would have his greeting inscribed on 
a long scroll, rolled, and entrusted to a special messenger for delivery. It was a thing of 
beauty. The Greeks sent messages on scrolls, terra cotta, and metal. The Romans sent 
coins to Augustus with the greeting "The Senate and the People of Rome wish a Happy 
Prosperous New Year to Hadrianus AuLustus, the Father of our Country". 
 
Hence, history traces this one holiday, New Year's Day , back through the ages. There are 
gaps and it is not until 1450 that it appears attain. The advent of woodcutting made it 
possible to print cards in a goodly number. The Valentine is seen at this time, mostly in 
letter form. There is one dated 1477 in the Pritish Museum. The Nurenberg Chronicle 
alludes to the representation of St. Valentine in 1493 as Chaucer did in poetry in 1370. 
 
The Valentines started in letter form; verse followed, and sometimes small hand sketches 
adorned the edges of the letter. 

 

In 1669 a book of love poems was printed in Paris to help the 
swain who could hot compose his own verse. Another book 
appeared in 1797. All drawings, in fact, all Valentines, were hand 
done many times on thick sheets of gilt edge letter paper; often a 
gilt cupid would be carefully gummed on the missive.  
 
One favorite picture that was used over and over was a loving; 
couple seated under a bower of flowers with a small church 
in the background. No envelopes were used and all were hand 
delivered. Because the paper was thick and creased and 
handled, many became damaged. Those found are few, and, 
consequently, museum pieces. 
  



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VALENTINE Postcard History (Continued)  
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England and America were the countries that kept alive the custom of exchanging Valentines. 
The greeting exchange often disappeared for any years. When the holiday was revived these 
treasures reflected new ideas and social changes in the art and verse.  
 
Most of the, greetings in the 1700s continued to be hand executed, but the letter form began 
to be replaced by the rebus (tiny pictures were substituted for the written word in scattered 
parts of the verse or letter), the acrostic (the first letter of each line would spell out a name, 
place, or motto), and puzzles or puzzle purse. The puzzle could be an intricate folded sheet 
with one design when folded and a larger more complicated drawing when open. These were 
often quite tiny , small enough to fit in a woman's purse. (hence, the name puzzle-purse) The 
lover's knot, a continuous circling overlapping design which a saying or verse was printed to 
be read starting almost any spot on the puzzle was another idea. The sailors on their trips 
away from home painted the lover's knot with flowers and. verse on pieces of silk to surprise 
their wives and sweethearts. The recipient was so proud of her gift she used it as a kerchief 
(if large) and tied it in a bundle for carrying favorite items with her. 
 
The constant use of these beautiful silk works of art made them torn and tattered and, once 
again, the few remaining are in museums. 
 
In the late 1700's the Pennsylvania German Fractur Valentinea and certificates of Baptism 
and Marriage with their ornamental style of writing and colorful drawings were unique. They 
are much sought after today. 
 

 

These same people used cutwork, and, at times combined cutwork with pinprick work. The 
quality of these interesting colorful designs carried into the 1800's. Perhaps the lacey look of 
the pinprick led to the machine made papers that were to be so popular from about 1840 to 
1890. 
 
Prior to the lacey look the machine age brought other styles, such as better woodcuts, 
engraving, and the lithograph which at times were hand colored. 
 
Early in the nineteenth century most lovers continued to make their own epistles, but they 
could also purchase parts of or the entire Valentine. The Americans used the woodcut and 
the lithograph. The latter was used in many ways; and the "Penny Nasty" was one that did not 
bring much joy. 
 
They were not funny as a comic card should be; they were often quite cruel. Again, because 
the receiver was displeased, they were destroyed, and collectors find very few. 
 
In England experimentation was taking place. H. Dobbs & Co. was said to have produced the 
first embossed paper about 1800. The embossing was executed by hand. It was later to be 
machine produced and even later the effect of the pinprick and lacey look was added. 
Another designer was Joseph Mansell who in 1835 was listed as a "Fancy Stationer". His 
cards sometimes had moving parts making them the first mechanical Valentines. Mansell's 
work has been considered by many as the finest of the Nineteenth Century. 
 
Other manufacturers were George Meek, George Kershaw & Sons, Windsor & Sons, J. T. 
Wood & Co., Mullord Bros, and Joseph Addenbrooke who has been credited with developing 
the first lace paper. He had worked with Dobbs. 
 
These men and their sons or companies that followed gave to all a beautiful art form. (1830-
1890) From their work evolved other ideas, such as tiers of lace paper, real lace, silk flowers, 
hair, small embossed colorful cutouts of birds, cupids, pretty ladies, children, and, even 
mirrors. At times so much was layered and pasted on the Valentine it would collapse. 
 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VALENTINE Postcard History (Continued)  
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Esther Howland saw her first English Valentine in 1847 and was entranced with the lovely 
creation. She persuaded her father, a bookseller and stationer in Worcester, MA. to import 
materials for making cards. She made several samples for her brother to take on a selling 
trip expecting about two hundred dollars worth of orders. He returned with a five thousand 
dollar order. 
 
Esther was not upset by the large undertaking. With the help of her family and friends, she 
set up what may have been the first assembly line. She cut out the basic designing and 
each girl had a certain task to do. 
 
Miss Howland (in spite of her romantic Valentines she remained a spinster) started an era, 
of elaborate and fancy cards in the United States that was to flourish until the 1840's. She 
is reported to have introduced new ideas to the making of ornate cards. The accordion 
type hinge for raising the layers was one. To cover where these were pasted a wafer like 
disc of various colors was used, similar to the red document seal. She signed the back of 
her card with an "H". In the 1870's after being confined to a wheel chair her business 
dwindled. Later it was revived under the name N. E. V.(New England Valentine Company). 
 
George Whitney, who was her compatriot, finely bought her firm about 1880. Whitney, like 
Miss Howland, signed his folders with one initial "W". Both of these designers, however, 
used lace paper from England and colorful lithograph pieces from Germany to make their 
cards. When a Valentine of that era is discovered it is hard to decide who made it. A "W" 
or "H" signed card could well have Mansell, Meek, or Windsor signed paper on it. 
Unsigned cards make the information harder even if the lace is signed. 
 
At this point something should be stated about envelopes. The use of the envelope came 
with the machine age and the introduction of stamps. The first ones were embossed and 
where as beautiful as the greeting. It was an envelope that Esther Howland first cut apart 
to try her designs before importing paper. During the Civil War scenes in sepia and hand 
colored drawings were used. 
 
Whitney later decided to manufacture his own papers and envelopes. They were lace 
papers and the envelopes were embroidered but in simpler patterns. His "W" can be found 
on the back flap of the envelope. The Whitney firm continued in business into the 1940's. 
 
The nineteenth century had so many different types of card a detailed account of all kinds 
is difficult to include in a short history. The British had very elaborate Valentines as stated 
earlier, but in the late 1880's others like Jonathan King, Eugene Rimmel, and Ernest Nister 
continued to produce beautiful cards. Signed artists lead been used with the lithograph in 
the early 1800's; now new lithographers, Marcus Ward and Raphael Tuck started to 
engage artists of quality. Ward introduced Kate Greenaway and Walter Crane. 
 
In the United States Louis Prang of German background who had introduced 
chromolithography and the first Christmas card made lovely Valentines. His Valentines 
were few and prized by the collector. Hildesneimer & Co., McLaughlin Brothers, used this 
type and a slow change evolved to a plainer almost church like card. It was softer and 
printed on both sides. To adorn these cards silk fringe was introduced about 1880. At this 
time celluloid was invented (our first plastic). It, too, was placed on various cards. Celluloid 
was the poor man's "ivory". 
 
The Germans sent lovely embossed pieces with scenes, cherubs, flowers, and birds. 
These were made into mechanical cards. At first they were flat made to be pushed and 
pulled open with a cardboard piece or cords. Fans were some of these items. Later the 
mechanical standups were produced . The tissue honeycomb was to be found on these 
elaborate charming cards which are much sought after today. Their period of elegance 
lasted from about 1890 to 1910. The standup mechanical continued to be produced into 
the 1920's but the good embossed parts were gone and the workmanship quality was lost. 
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VALENTINE Postcard History (Continued)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Postage was becoming higher so with the introduction of the postcard to be sent for only a penny the elaborate Victorian period started 
to decline. Even so, many postcards became almost as elaborate as the other greeting cards. for they had mechanical parts, fringe, 
celluloid, plush, and the silk sachet. Their usage was popular until about 1910 to 1914, and, with the advent of World War I almost all 
cards for frivolous use came to a standstill. 
 
The present day companies have only been in existence since the early twentieth century. Among the lesser known were Alfred Bartlett 
(1910) and A. M. Davis (1908) who brought the greeting card after its decline, to a better standing in the publishing field. Bartlatt's cards 
were dignified, hand lettered and drawn by well known artists. Mr. Davis felt more attention should be given to the quality of the verse. 
These two had their start with books. (as did many) Bookmakers and card makers did not keep good records so some of the cards 
could be earlier. 
 
Gibson Art Company, Cincinnati had been making tallies, place cards and reward cards. For years they had been importing large 
quantities of German greeting cards. They knew their own customers' needs and demands and decided to issue a few cards of their 
own design. These became a huge success. There were three brothers involved. Besides employing a staff of their oven they used free 
lance artists from New York. 
 
Fred Rust started in 1906 in an upstairs bookshop in Kansas City. The first fall he presented a plain Christmas folder which he called a 
letter. No design was used, just a message in two colors and one large embellished capital letter. It became such a hit that from the first 
people ordered not just a few, but hundreds. A brother, Donald, joined him. Fred carried the line, to Boston and Donald to California. 
The bookshop remained until 1910 when the volume increased forcing the firm to move. Boston was selected. Later it was to become 
Rust Craft. Fred Rust was so particular about the sentiments used that he wrote most of them and edited the others. 
 
The Buzza-Rheem Company was formed in Minneapolis in 1907. Mr.Buzza had won a poster contest. At first the company leaned 
toward advertising and writing using the poster like style. With the death of Mr. Rheem in 1909 Buzza drifted into the card business. 
Since the ideas were more with the poster feeling the company struggled for several years. However, Mr. Buzza had a sense of color 
blending paper, drawing, and subtle splashes of hand coloring together that eventually the interest in the work grew. Both Gibson and 
Buzza are now owned by Commercial Interest Trust. 
 
The Hall Brothers started in 1910 but it was not until after World War II that they started to become the large organization that they are 
today. They were the first company to recognize and use artists that, has become known to almost every household, such as Norman 
Rockwell, Grandma Moses, and Winston Churchill. Hallmark, as the company is called today, is a Worldwide respected concern. It 
probably has helped foster the popularity of the Valentine more than anyone with its innovative ideas, gifts, table (party) settings, 
ornaments and candles. Another large firm is the American Greeting Card Company. 
 
While many persons might think a Valentine collector would be a woman, it has been the men who find them interesting. Two famous 
collectors were Jonathan King of England and Carroll Alton Means of New England. Mr. Means was responsible for much of the King 
collection being placed in This country. Mr. King's large collection managed to survive poor storage and the bombings of two World 
Wars. A great many of them are now in the "Hallmark Historical Collection" in Kansas City. 
 
Among Valentine hobbyists are those who search to find the fascinating verse the beautiful poem or they clever rhyme. Many, though, 
feel the artwork to be the attractive part. Recently the trend has been away from the lover being the one to purchase the Valentine. 
Hence, it has been said that the cards were designed with the little old lady in mind. In that case many of us have always been little old 
ladies. 
 
 

  

Research Done by Snoop, Examples from Snoop’s Collection (Information from The Romance of Greeting by Ernest Dudley Chase - 1927, A 
History of the Valentine by Ruth Webb Lee – 1952,The Valentine and Its Origins by Frank Staff – 1969, Sections taken from Article by Angela M. 

Beadell) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Please return this Section with Payment) 
 

 

  
NEW MEMBER:______ $12.00   RENEWAL:_______ $12.00 

(After June, new members can join at half annual dues.  
They will receive bulletins thru December and a copy of club roster.) 

 
NAME:  ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
TOWN or CITY: ________________________________  STA TE:  _________ ZIP CODE: _____________ 
  
FAMILY/MEMBER(S): _________________________________ ____________________________________________________ 
 
E-MAIL ADDRESS (OPTIONAL) _________________________ __________________  Publish _____ DO NOT PUBLISH __ ___ 
 
NEW MEMBERS: For RIPCC Membership Contest, Please give the name of the person who encouraged you to join. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Circle One:       Collector  Dealer  Collector/Dealer 
 
CATEGORIES COLLECTED: (Please list or update for Club Roster) 
 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Make payment to Rhode Island Post Card Club (RIPCC) . Send dues, address changes 
and inquiries  to Corresponding Secretary: 

Mary C. Valentine, 19 Haskell Street, New Bedford, Massachusetts  02745 
 

 
 

RHODE ISLAND POST CARD CLUB MEMBERSHIP (or RENEWAL)  APPLICATION 
(One Master Membership may include family members or associates at the same address) 

Buying Postcards!  
 

The Towns of Malden, Maplewood, and Linden 
Massachusetts 

 
Real Photo Postcard's and BETTER printed. 

 
I  have many items for trade. 

 
Contact Club Member: Frank Levine 

sol327@comcast.net 
 

2006 MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL NOTICE  
DUES REMINDER 

 
We value your membership in the Rhode Island Post Card Club. Please take a few moments to 

complete the membership form below  to renew you membership for 2006. Please send your 
completed renewal form and a check for $12.00 payable to Rhode Island Post Card Club to: 

 
Mary C. Valentine 
19 Haskell Street,  

New Bedford, Massachusetts  
02745 

RI POST CARD CLUB - WHAT CHEER NEWS - VOLUME 47 NUM BER 1                        JAN/FEB   2006       P AGE 11 

BID SALE  
COMPLETE SET, PROVIDENCE R.I., 
HORSEDRAWN FIRE POSTCARDS 

�
35 Postcards plus 2 similar postcards. (A1 Condition) 

Please Submit BID for the collection by February 28, 2006, to: 
Robert Tetreault 

160 Franklin Street (Apt. 338) 
Bristol, Rhode Island 

02809�
 


