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RHODE ISLAND 
ANNUAL  

POST CARD 
SHOW 

 
LARGEST IN 

NEW ENGLAND 
 

CROWNE PLAZA 
HOTEL 

Warwick, R.I.  
 

SUNDAY 
October 30, 2005  

Rhode Island Post Card Club  
Annual Post Card Show  

Sunday, October 30, 2005  

Directions: 
Crowne Plaza Hotel 

801 Greenwich Avenue, Warwick, Rhode Island 
From I-95 North or South: 

Take Exit 12A – Then bear right and the Driveway is  on the right.  
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Officers:  
President  Elgin Boyce   108 Varao Avenue, Somerset, MA  02726 
Vice President  Lynn Gaulin     P. O. Box 664, North Attleboro MA  02760 
Corresponding  
Secretary & 
Membership  Mary C. Valentine  19 Haskell Street, New Bedford, MA 02745  

Phone: 508-995-8746 (Mvalentine@Meganet.net) 
Rec. Secretary  Doris M. Zwolenski  71 Boardman Avenue, Cumberland, RI  02864-3704    
Treasurer  Robert W. Lanpher  105 Richards Avenue, North Attleboro, MA  02760 
Member-at-Large Wayne Swanson  199 Wampanoag Road, East Greenwich, RI 02818 
Member-at-Large Raymond Zwolenski      71 Boardman Ave.  Cumberland, RI  02864-3704 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Committees:  
Annual Exhibit..  Russell Archambault  P.O. Box 2032, Woonsocket, RI  02895 
Dealer Tables..  Elgin Boyce        108 Varao Avenue, Somerset, MA  02726   

Phone: 508-678-9545 
Librarian..  Doris M. Zwolenski       71 Boardman Avenue, Cumberland, RI  02864-3704 
Refreshments..  Frances Bush     71 Duffield Road, Bristol, RI  02809 
50/50 Project.  Russell Archambault  P.O. Box 2032, Woonsocket, RI  02895 
Auctioneer &  
Programs..  Raymond Zwolenski      71 Boardman Ave.  Cumberland, RI  02864-3704 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
What Cheer News Bulletin:      (Published Bi-Monthly)  
Editor..   Gordon Hayner, Jr  92 Pleasant Street, Stoughton, MA 02072 
       Phone: 781-341-1291 (Ghayner@Comcast.net) 
Mail Preparation.. Gordon Hayner, Jr  92 Pleasant Street, Stoughton, MA 02072 
Mailing Labels..  Gerard A. Michaud       210 Priscilla Road, Woonsocket, RI  02895 

CLASSIFIED ADS  
 
Advertising rates for the Bulletin:   1/8 page, $2.50;  1/4 page, $5.00;  1/2 page, $10;  full page, $20.  Straight line copy – 0.7 per word 
with $1.50 minimum charge, payable in advance to the Rhode Island Post Card Club.  Every effort is made to compile material carefully, 
however, advertising and articles may be edited.  Neither RIPCC nor the Editor assumes any liability for errors and omissions in 
publication of What Cheer News Bulletin.  Corrections will be made in the following issue.  All RIPCC Officers and Committee Members 
serve in a voluntary capacity.  The Club conducts a post card (& related materials) auction at all meetings except October.  You must be 
a RIPCC member to participate.  Member pays 15% to RIPCC from the selling price. 
 

MEMBER’S CLASSIFIED ADS  
 
REMINDER:  As of February 1996, all Rhode Island Post Card Club  members in good standing are entitled to one free classified ad of 
25 words or less, including name and address, in an issue of the What Cheer News Bulletin.  You may advertise to buy or sell.  Ads will 
be run as space permits, at the discretion of the Editor. 

CLUB MEETINGS ARE HELD ON THE LAST SUNDAY OF THE MONTH, SEPTEMBER THROUGH JUNE, FROM 
8 AM TO 2 PM AT the KNIGHTS of COLUMBUS HALL, 1 VOLTURNO STREET, NORTH PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND, 

02904. THE OCTOBER MONTHLY MEETING IS THE ANNUAL EXHIBIT & SALE,  
HELD AT A DIFFERENT LOCATION. 

 
Membership in the club is open to all with a US mailing address including APO & FPO.Dues are $12.00 per year, which covers one 
master membership including family/associates living at the same address.  All membership renewals are due on January 1 of each 
year.  Dues are payable to the Rhode Island Post Card Club.  Mail to Corresponding Secretary, Mary Valentine.  Each master 
membership receives one copy of the Club Bulletin and one BI-Annual roster. 

RHODE ISLAND POST CARD CLUB (RIPCC)  
Organized May 1958          Official Greeting  “What Cheer, Netop”          Non- Profit Organization  
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Rhode Island 
Post Card Club’s 

 
43rd Annual Post Card Show  

October 30, 2005 
Crowne Plaza Hotel 

801 Greenwich Avenue 
Warwick, Rhode Island 

(9am - 4pm) 
Admission $2.50 
Food Available 

For Information contact 
Russ Archambault 

(401) 766-1384. 

What’s Hot ! �
 

 

As morbid as it is, Real Photo 
Postcard of a Hanging, was 
found on Ebay .. This postcard 
was found in an old estate attic 
in a very old frame with writing 
in fountain pen ink taped to  the 
back "Leo Frank - killed girl, in 
a pencil factory Mirratta, 
Georgia, 1913".  It is in near 
mint condition.  Research in a 
book called History of American 
Crime which has a chapter 
about Leo Frank, a Jewish 
executive  who was hanged by 
a rabid southern mob. Final 
price $407.07 

Editor’s Notes:  
 
Welcome members; hope your summer was warm as you 
like and enjoyable. We here at “What Cheer News” had a 
hectic summer, with some family health issued that took 
priority, the training of new permanent employee (Shadow) 
and the building of our new shop in the basement.  
 
We look forward to a good attendance at our meeting Sept. 
25th and it will be interesting to learn about the cards you 
found this summer. 
 
Once again the staff and myself would like to thank the fine 
help given to our bulletin … Joe Coduri, Maggie Zwolenski, 
and as always Evelyn Marshall, whom a great debt of 
gratitude is owed for her telling us of our history, thank you!, 
Evelyn. 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Hope to see you all 
this fall especially 
at the 43rd Annual 
Postcard Show, 
don’t forget!! 
 
Snoop, Scoop, 

Sassy, and 
Shadow 

(Shown Left) 
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Report of the Recording Secretary - MAY 29, 2005  

and 
The 47 th Anniversary of the Rhode Island Post Card Club  

 
The 519th meeting and the 47th anniversary of the founding of the Rhode Island Post Card Club was held on May 29,2005. President 
Elgin Boyce called the meeting to order at 11AM with our official greeting, " What Cheer Netop!" Approximately 80 members and guests 
who were here for our celebration today, returned the greeting. 
 
President Boyce waived all officers' reports today. 
 
Our Corresponding Secretary, Mary Valentine had a special announcement to make. Mary said that every year at our May meeting we 
give out Honorary Life Membership Cards and Certificates to those people who have been members for 25 years. Four members are 
honored today; they are, David Rich and Clifford Cyr. They received a big round of applause. Ed Patacchiola could not be here as he is 
not well, and Ed Stefanik could not be here today. We congratulate all of you. 
 
President Boyce announced that one of our past presidents, Tom Hawk is visiting us today all the way from St. Clair Shores, Michigan. 
Tom received a big round of applause, Everyone was glad to see Tom again. Tom donated three books to our Deltiology Library. Many 
thanks for the books Tom. 
 
President Boyce congratulated Maggie and Ray Zwolenski as they are celebrating their 19th wedding anniversary. They were married at 
the Post Card Club's 28th Anniversary celebration, nineteen years ago today. It was and still is the first and only Post Card Club wedding 
anywhere in the world. (as far as any of us know.) 
 
Our Treasurer, Robert Lanpher said that every year we make a donation to the Rhode Island Historical Society Library so that they can 
use the money to purchase post cards to be preserved by the Historical Society. A motion was made and seconded to give $200.00 to 
the R.I. Historical Society Library again this year. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 11:20AM. 
 
The Luncheon was served at 12 noon. The banquet tables were decorated in red, white, and blue and looked very elegant with the many 
great dishes and platters of delicious food of so many varieties. There were also many fancy desserts, cakes and pies. Many thanks to 
everyone who helped to set up and decorate the banquet tables, ,York in the kitchen and help clean up after the party. Thanks to 
everyone who brought all the great food, and to all who donated money. It was all very much appreciated. Deltiologists always have fun 
together. It is amazing how a little piece of cardboard can bring so many people together, and keep them together, enjoying each others' 
company. 
 
Before the meeting Russ Archambault and Ray Zwolenski Conducted the 50/50 project, and Ray Zwolenski conducted a small auction of 
post cards and related material. 
 

Report of the Recording Secretary - JUNE 26, 2005  
 
 
The 520th meeting of the Rhode Island Post Card Club was held June 26,2005. President Boyce called the meeting to order at 11AM 
with our official greeting, "What Cheer Netop!. The approximately 50 members present today returned the greeting. This was a very brief 
meeting. The Recording Secretary's report was waived. The Treasurer, Robert Lanpher read his report, it was accepted as read and 
placed in file. Our Corresponding Secretary, Mary Valentine said that she spoke with Phyllis Ansell this week.: She was our Mailer for 
many years,and is now living in Florida with her daughter. Phyllis loves Florida, and is having a great time down there. She told Mary that 
she is coming to R.I. for about 4 weeks, and will also be going to Hampton Beach,N.H.. This is Phyllis's favorite place to go in the 
summer. Mary did not have any further Correspondence to report at this time. President Boyce thanked everyone who attended this last 
meeting of the summer. He wished everyone a safe and wonderful summer, and said that he is looking forward to seeing you all in 
September. 
 
Before the meeting Russ Archambault and Ray Zwolenski conducted the 50/50 project. A small auction of post cards and related 
material was conducted by our auctioneer, Ray Zwolenski. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 11:15AM 
 
Both Reports Respectfully submitted by; 
Maggie Zwolenski  
Recording Secretary 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 �
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Club Show and Meeting Calendar - COMING EVENTS  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

September 2005 �
 
Sept 8 (Sunday) - The Bay State Post Card Collectors Club Monthly Meeting; Arlington Elks Club meeting 

Hall, 4 Pond Lane, Arlington, Massachusetts (8:30am – 2:30pm). 
 
Sept 18 (Sunday) -  The Connecticut Post Card Club Annual Fall Show, Litchfield Community Center, 421 

Bantam Road (Route 202), Litchfield, Connecticut (10:00am-4:00pm)  
Info: Tom Mills (203) 888-0205 or Email: colpap@aol.com 

 
Sept 17 (Saturday) - The Granite State Post Card Club, Unitarian Church, Central Street, Franklin, New 

Hampshire (9am-1pm) For more information contact Doug Richards (603) 225-9062 
             
Sept 24 (Saturday) - Cape Cod Postcard Collectors Club 20 th Annual Postcard Show and Sale, Cape Cod 

Community College Gymnasium, Route 132, 2240 Iyanough Road, West Barnstable, 
Massachusetts  (9:00am – 3:00pm) Info: Howard Goodwin (508) 295-5857 

 
Sept 25 (Sunday) - RIPCC Monthly Meeting, Knights o f Columbus Hall, 1 Volturno Street, North 

Providence, Rhode Island, 02904  (8am - 3pm). 
 
Sept 28 (Wednesday) - Central Mass Postcard Club Meeting, St. Joseph’s Church, Barre, Massachusetts (7:15pm-

9:00pm) Contact: Barton D. Kamp (bartdk@mindspring.com) 
 
 

October 2005  
 
 
Oct 2 (Sunday) - The Granite State Post Card Club, Annual Fall Show – Holiday Inn 172 North Main Street, 

Concord, New Hampshire (9am-4pm) For more information contact Doug Richards (603) 
225-9062 

 
Oct 9 (Sunday) - The Bay State Post Card Collectors Club Monthly Meeting; Arlington Elks Club meeting 

Hall, 4 Pond Lane, Arlington, Massachusetts (8:30am – 2:30pm). 
 
Oct 16 (Sunday) -  The Connecticut Post Card Club Monthly Meeting, Knights of Columbus Hall, Route 10, 

Whitney Avenue, Hamden, Connecticut (10:00am-4:00pm) Info: Tom Mills 
(colpap@aol.com) 

 
Oct 26 (Wednesday) - Central Mass Postcard Club Meeting, St. Joseph’s Church, Barre, Massachusetts (7:15pm-

9:00pm) Contact: Barton D. Kamp (bartdk@mindspring.com) 
           
Oct 27 (Thursday) - Cape Cod PCC Monthly Meeting, Carleton Hall, Old Bass River Rd, Dennis, Massachusetts  

(6pm - 9pm) 
 
October 30 (Sunday) - Rhode Island Post Card Club’s   43rd Annual Post Card Show, Crowne Plaza Hotel, 

801 Greenwich Avenue, Warwick, Rhode Island  (9am -  4pm) Admission $2.50, Food 
Available – For Information contact Russ Archambaul t (401) 766-1384. 
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43 rd ANNUAL SHOW & EXHIBIT  
RHODE ISLAND POST CARD CLUB  

 
DEALERS WHO HAVE RESERVED TABLES AT OUR 

ANNUAL SHOW & EXHIBIT ON SUNDAY, OCTOBER 30, 2005  
 

 
 

BERNARD ACLIN ............Bronx, NY JACK LOWNEY .................. Fall River, MA 
 
ROBERT ANDREWS .......Providence, RI MARY MARTIN ................... Perryville, MD 
 
HILARY BAMFORD .........Provincetown, MA TOM MILLS......................... Oxford, CT 
 
CARL BERGFORS…….. . Barnstable, MA BRIAN PATENAUDE .......... Duxbury, MA 
 
ELGIN BOYCE .................Somerset, MA DON PREZIOSI................... Mendham, NJ 
 
SALLY CARVER ..............Warwick, RI BUD RICE ........................... Niantic, CT 
 
GEORGE CHALKO ..........Wakefield, RI DOUG RICHARDS.............. Bow, NH 
 
EVERETT CHAPMAN ......Barrington, RI HERB RICHARDSON ......... Danielson, CT 
 
STAN DAVIDSON ............West Yarmouth, MA BOB ROBINSON ................ Warwick, RI 
 
JIM DIMOND ....................Pittsford, VT MIKE SCHWARTZ .............. White Horse Sta., NJ 
 
KEN ELWELL ..................West Kennebunk, ME MARINA SHERMAN ........... Sharon, MA 
 
NANCY FOUTZ ................High Falls, NY RICHARD SPEDDING ........ Sterling,MA 
 
LYNN GAULIN …………...North Attleboro, MA WAYNE SWANSON............ Warwick, RI 
 
JAYNE GRAY ...................Brookfield, MA JAMES TEIXEIRA ............... East Providence, RI 
 
BREWSTER HARDING ...Portland, ME RICHARD TRACY ............... Haverhill, MA 
 
TOM HASSENMAYER .....New Haven, CT MARY VALENTINE ............. New Bedford, MA 
 
GUY HELANDER.. ...........Charlton, MA JOHN VIERRA……………..Gray, ME 
 
KATHY KREISER .............Johnston, RI DAVE WILLIAMS ................ Milford, CT 
 
BOB LANPHER ................North Attleboro, MA  LOIS WILLIAMS ................. Marion, MA 
 
DAVID LEDVERSIS……..Cranston, RI        MAGGIE ZWOLENSKI  . . . Cumberland, RI 
 
DAVID LIVINGSTON……Marstons Mills, MA 
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RHODE ISLAND POST CARD CLUB’s  
2005 ANNUAL POST CARD EXHIBIT & AWARDS  

 
Beautiful panels of post cards are an excellent way to display your collection and introduce visitors and prospective club 
members to the wonderful world of postcards.  Please prepare some panels of your favorite post cards to display at the 
October show.  All members of the Rhode Island Post Card Club (including dealers) are urged to prepare panels.  Some 
guidelines for preparing panels are provided below, along with a list of categories and special awards. 
 

LIST OF POST CARD CATEGORIES FOR COMPETITIVE RIBBON  AWARDS 
 
 A  -   State of Rhode Island (Early)    K  -   Military 
  
 AA  -   State of Rhode Island (Modern)    L  -  Novelties 
 
 B  -   Advertising      M  -   People 
 
 C  -   Architectural, Engineering & Industrial   N  -   Religious 
 
 D  -   Artist Signed      O  -   Transportation 
 
 E  -   Children      P  -   Miscellaneous 
 
 F  -   Linen       CHROME - MODERN CATEGORIES 
 
 G -   Comics       EE - 1   Advertising 
 
 H  -   Expositions & Centennials    EE - 2   Transportation 
 
 I  -   Political, Presidential & Patriotic    EE - 3   Sports 
 
 J  -   Holiday Greetings     EE - 4   Animal Life & Nature 
 
         EE - 5   Miscellaneous 
 
 
 

GUIDELINES FOR POST CARD PANELS  
 
 

1. All exhibit panels are to be 28" x 22" with the 22" at the top - horizontal. 
 

2. A clear plastic or acetate cover is recommended for protection. 
 

3. A brief title or description should be on the front of the panel. 
 

4. Your name and address, along with the letter and category of your entry, should be on the back of the panel 
only. 

 
5. Color of panel boards and photo corner mounts is optional. 

 
6. Post Card panels must be registered and in the exhibit room by 10a.m. 

 
7. Winning panels from the previous 3 years exhibits may be entered for display purposes only, as space 

allows. 
�
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PREPARING POST CARD PANELS FOR DISPLAY. IT'S FUN AN D EASY! 
 

You too can prepare beautiful post card panels to display your favorite cards at the RI Post Card Club's Annual Exhibit, even 
if you've never done it before. It's fun and easy. It doesn't take a lot of time.  Displaying your cards provides a chance to 
show off the types of cards you collect and gives you excellent opportunities to network with other collectors.   
 
A list of categories and some basic guidelines are given on page 6.  Some tips for making impressive, quick and easy post 
card panels are provided below.  We look forward to seeing your panels in October.   
 
·  Start with a standard 22"x 28" poster board.  Use a color that complements the cards you will be displaying.  
·  White or black work well with real photo postcards.   
·  Pastel colored poster stock will look good with color or white border cards. 
·  Pick out the cards that you wish to display and lay them out on the panel until they are in the order or pattern that you 

like best.   
·  Remember to leave room at the top for the title. 
·  There is a list of categories on page 6, but you can pick nearly any type of cards to display.   
·  The number of cards on a panel is not important and may include as few as 10 or as many as 20.   
·  Eighteen is a nice standard number that can be laid out in 6 rows of 3 cards each.   
·  Clear photo mount corners or paper mounting squares can be used to attach the cards to the panel.   
·  Alternatively, the cards can be placed in clear sleeves and the sleeves can be taped to the panel.   
·  Use a T-square or a long ruler to ensure the cards are straight and level.   
·  A carpenter's framing square works well. 
·  Once the cards are mounted, it's a good idea to put a title across the top of the panel.  It can be hand lettered, or rub-on 

draftsman's lettering can be used.   
·  An ink jet printer can be used to print a title, which can then be cut and pasted onto the panel.  It will look best if you print 

it on paper that is the same color as the panel.   
·  Next, use a piece of clear plastic or acetate to cover the panel.  This will protect the panel and the cards from damage.  
·  Shrink wrap plastic used for storm windows works well, or even a wide roll of sandwich wrap will work.  
·  Put your name and address on the back and bring the panel to the show in October. 
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The HISTORY of LABOR DAY !  
 
Labor Day: How it Came About; What it Means 
 
Besides the end of Summer and the return to Postcard Club meets. "Labor Day differs in every essential way from the other 
holidays of the year in any country," said Samuel Gompers, founder and longtime president of the American Federation of 
Labor. "All other holidays are in a more or less degree connected with conflicts and battles of man's prowess over man, of 
strife and discord for greed and power, of glories achieved by one nation over another. Labor Day...is devoted to no man, 
living or dead, to no sect, race, or nation."  Labor Day, the first Monday in September, is a creation of the labor movement 
and is dedicated to the social and economic achievements of American workers. It constitutes a yearly national tribute to the 
contributions workers have made to the strength, prosperity, and well-being of our country.  
 
Founder of Labor Day 
 
More than 100 years after the first Labor Day observance, there is still some doubt as to who first proposed the holiday for 
workers. Some records show that Peter J. McGuire, general secretary of the Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners and a 
cofounder of the American Federation of Labor, was first in suggesting a day to honor those "who from rude nature have 
delved and carved all the grandeur we behold." But Peter McGuire's place in Labor Day history has not gone unchallenged. 
Many believe that Matthew Maguire, a machinist, not Peter McGuire, founded the holiday. Recent research seems to 
support the contention that Matthew Maguire, later the secretary of Local 344 of the International Association of Machinists 
in Paterson, N.J., proposed the holiday in 1882 while serving as secretary of the Central Labor Union in New York. What is 
clear is that the Central Labor Union adopted a Labor Day proposal and appointed a committee to plan a demonstration and 
picnic. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The HISTORY of LABOR DAY ! (Continued)  
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Postcards Sale  
 

Have list of postcard topics for sale that I have scanned, and are available by email. 
 

Contact me at rgnpcs@optonline.net  for list. 
 

Richard Novick  

A Nationwide Holiday 
 
The form that the observance and celebration of Labor Day should take were 
outlined in the first proposal of the holiday — a street parade to exhibit to the public 
"the strength and esprit de corps of the trade and labor organizations" of the 
community, followed by a festival for the recreation and amusement of the workers 
and their families. This became the pattern for the celebrations of Labor Day. 
Speeches by prominent men and women were introduced later, as more emphasis 
was placed upon the economic and civic significance of the holiday. Still later, by a 
resolution of the American Federation of Labor convention of 1909, the Sunday 
preceding Labor Day was adopted as Labor Sunday and dedicated to the spiritual 
and educational aspects of the labor movement. The character of the Labor Day 
celebration has undergone a change in recent years, especially in large industrial 
centers where mass displays and huge parades have proved a problem. This 
change, however, is more a shift in emphasis and medium of expression. Labor 
Day addresses by leading union officials, industrialists, educators, clerics and 
government officials are given wide coverage in newspapers, radio, and television. 
The vital force of labor added materially to the highest standard of living and the 
greatest production the world has ever known and has brought us closer to the 
realization of our traditional ideals of economic and political democracy. It is 
appropriate, therefore, that the nation pay tribute on Labor Day to the creator of so 
much of the nation's strength, freedom, and leadership — the American worker. 

The First Labor Day 
 
The first Labor Day holiday was celebrated on Tuesday, September 5, 1882, in New York City, in accordance with the 
plans of the Central Labor Union. The Central Labor Union held its second Labor Day holiday just a year later, on 
September 5, 1883. In 1884 the first Monday in September was selected as the holiday, as originally proposed, and the 
Central Labor Union urged similar organizations in other cities to follow the example of New York and celebrate a 
"workingmen's holiday" on that date. The idea spread with the growth of labor organizations, and in 1885 Labor Day was 
celebrated in many industrial centers of the country.  
 
Labor Day Legislation 
 
Through the years the nation gave increasing emphasis to Labor Day. The first governmental recognition came through 
municipal ordinances passed during 1885 and 1886. From them developed the movement to secure state legislation. 
The first state bill was introduced into the New York legislature, but the first to become law was passed by Oregon on 
February 21, 1887. During the year four more states — Colorado, Massachusetts, New Jersey, and New York — 
created the Labor Day holiday by legislative enactment. By the end of the decade Connecticut, Nebraska, and 
Pennsylvania had followed suit. By 1894, 23 other states had adopted the holiday in honor of workers, and on June 28 of 
that year, Congress passed an act making the first Monday in September of each year a legal holiday in the District of 
Columbia and the territories. 
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Robert Andrews and The CONIMICUT LIGHTHOUSE POSTCAR D 
 

By Will Dixon (The Warwick Beacon, July 21, 2005) 
 
The Conimicut Lighthouse recently received another tribute to its long career protecting ships in Narragansett Bay in the form of 2,000 
postcards made by Warwick resident Robert J. Andrews. Tne Coast Guard recently ceded the lighthouse to the city, and a committee is 
currently working to find money to give the structure a historical renovation. Andrews hopes after recouping the money it cost to 
produce the cards he can contribute some of the proceeds to help with the restoration. 
 
Andrews, a bus driver for RIPTA, has collected postcards since he was 14. By his estimate, he has accumulated 200,000 cards over 
the years. About 8,000 of these depict lighthouses from around the world. 
 
Recently, Andrews has been working with his son, Robert Jr., to compile the lighthouse postcards into a book. The book would be 
arranged by state and country and display alphabetically all of the lighthouses Andrews has postcards of in the region, as well as some 
information on them. It would also feature a section dedicated to haunted lighthouses. Andrews and his son are currently seeking a 
publishing company to help produce the book. 
 
However, in looking through his collection of cards of local lighthouses, Andrews realized the most recent one taken of Conimicut 
Lighthouse was almost 40 years old. Andrews, a collector of postcards for over 50 years, decided to produce some of his own. He 
approached Rick Crenca, principal planner of the city, and asked for his assistance in finding a more current picture of the lighthouse. 
 
"I was surprised by his enthusiasm," said Andrews, who was clearly encouraged by their meeting. Crenca provided a disc containing a 
number of digital photographs of the light. From these pictures, Andrews picked one in which the structure stands out against a snowy 
backdrop. He put together a short history of the lighthouse for the back of the card and had 2,000 printed. 
 
Crenca, too, is excited about by the possibility of generating funds for the lighthouse's restoration. As a member of the Planning 
Department, he is interested in the renovation and commends Andrews' desire to contribute to it. 
 
Established in 1882, the Conimicut Lighthouse was the last lighthouse in the country to switch to electric power in 196O. After two 
years of work, Mayor Scott Avedisian and Councilman Joseph Solomon (D-Ward 4) managed to procure the lighthouse for the city from 
the Coast Guard. The Coast Guard continues to operate the light. Solomon was then appointed the head of a committee designated to 
decide what to do with the light. 
 
Solomon hopes the interior of the lighthouse can be restored to the condition as seen in early photographs. He believes the light could 
serve as a window into the lives of lighthouse keepers in the 19th and early 20th centuries. As Solomon explains, these people lived 
alone in extremely basic quarters for the sake of the safety of recreational and commercial marine traffic through Narragansett Bay. He 
says preserving these lighthouses represents a step toward learning about the sacrifices of their keepers. 
 
"Historical preservation is synonymous with education," said Solomon, who is currently looking funding for the lighthouse. He is working 
on finding grant money for its restoration, and Andrews' postcards are an unexpected boon to the cause. 
 
Andrews is selling two postcards of the Conimicut Lighthouse for $1.50, including postage. Mail a check or money order along with the 
address where Andrews can send the cards to Robert Andrews, P.O. Box 6782, Providence, Rhode Island 02940. 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Please return this Section with Payment) 
 

 

  
NEW MEMBER:______ $12.00   RENEWAL:_______ $12.00 

(After June, for the balance of the current year, new members can join at half annual dues. They will receive up and 
coming bulletins thru December and a copy of club roster.) 

 
NAME:  ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
TOWN or CITY: ________________________________  STA TE:  _________ ZIP CODE: _____________ 
  
FAMILY/MEMBERS: ___________________________________ __________________________________________________ 
 
E-MAIL ADDRESS (OPTIONAL) _________________________ _____________________________________________________ 
 
NEW MEMBERS: Please list below the name of the club member or other person  
who introduced you to the RI Post Card Club ________________________________________________________________ 
 
Circle One:       Collector  Dealer  Collector/Dealer 
 
CATEGORIES COLLECTED: (Please list or update for Club Roster) 
 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Make payment to Rhode Island Post Card Club (RIPCC) . Send dues, address changes 
and inquiries  to Corresponding Secretary: 

Mary C. Valentine, 19 Haskell Street, New Bedford, Massachusetts  02745  
 
 
 

RHODE ISLAND POST CARD CLUB MEMBERSHIP (or RENEWAL)  APPLICATION 
(One Master Membership may include family members or associates at the same address) 

Buying Postcards!  
 

The Towns of Malden, Maplewood, and Linden 
Massachusetts 

 
Real Photo Postcard's and BETTER printed. 

 
I  have many items for trade. 

 
Contact Club Member: Frank Levine 

sol327@comcast.net 
 

Directions to - Knights of Columbus Hall  
 

1 Volturno Street 
North Providence, Rhode Island (8:00am – 3:00pm) 

 
Coming from the South:  Take I-95 North to Route 146 North, then take the 2nd Exit onto Mineral Spring Avenue; Take 
a Right off the Ramp and proceed on Mineral Spring Avenue to Traffic Light. Take Right turn onto Charles Street; 
proceed down Charles Street. Volturno Street is the  7th  street on the Right, take a Right onto Volturno Street; the 
Knights of Columbus Hall is at the End. 
 
Coming from the North:  Take I-95 South to Exit 24; take a Right onto Branch Avenue, at the 2nd Light; Turn Right onto 
Charles Street; Volturno Street is the 15th street up on the Left, take a Left onto Volturno Street; the Knights of Columbus 
Hall is at the End. 
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New Connecticut Lighthouse Postcards  
�

21 continental postcards, including Avery Point (Groton) in 
process of being refurbished.�

 
Cost $15, includes postage.�

 
Mary C. Valentine 
19 Haskell Street 

New Bedford, Massachusetts 
02745.�

 


