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Hungry?
Come to our 47th Birthday of
the Rhode Island Post Card
Club on May 29th .., bring

your friends and your appetite
]!

Four score and seven years
ago our fathers brought forth
on this continent a new
nation, conceived in liberty,
and dedicated to the
proposition that all men are
created equal.
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92 Pleasant Street, Stoughton, MA 02072

210 Priscilla Road, Woonsocket, Rl 02895

CLUB MEETINGS ARE HELD ON THE LAST SUNDAY OF THE MONTH, SEPTEMBER THROUGH JUNE, FROM

8 AM TO 2 PM AT the KNIGHTS of COLUMBUS HALL, 1 VOLTURNO STREET, NORTH PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND,
02904. THE OCTOBER MONTHLY MEETING IS THE ANNUAL EXHIBIT & SALE,
HELD AT A DIFFERENT LOCATION.

Membership in the club is open to all with a US mailing address including APO & FPO.Dues are $12.00 per year, which covers one
master membership including family/associates living at the same address. All membership renewals are due on January 1 of each
year. Dues are payable to the Rhode Island Post Card Club. Mail to Corresponding Secretary, Mary Valentine. Each master
membership receives one copy of the Club Bulletin and one Bl-Annual roster.

CLASSIFIED ADS

Advertising rates for the Bulletin: 1/8 page, $2.50; 1/4 page, $5.00; 1/2 page, $10; full page, $20. Straight line copy — 0.7 per word
with $1.50 minimum charge, payable in advance to the Rhode Island Post Card Club. Every effort is made to compile material carefully,
however, advertising and articles may be edited. Neither RIPCC nor the Editor assumes any liability for errors and omissions in
publication of What Cheer News Bulletin. Corrections will be made in the following issue. All RIPCC Officers and Committee Members
serve in a voluntary capacity. The Club conducts a post card (& related materials) auction at all meetings except October. You must be
a RIPCC member to participate. Member pays 15% to RIPCC from the selling price.

MEMBER'’S CLASSIFIED ADS

REMINDER: As of February 1996, all Rhode Island Post Card Club members in good standing are entitled to one free classified ad of
25 words or less, including name and address, in an issue of the What Cheer News Bulletin. You may advertise to buy or sell. Ads will
be run as space permits, at the discretion of the Editor.
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National Postcard Week (May 1-7, 2005)

Members of the postcard collecting community will celebrate National
Postcard Week, during the first full week in May. Each year postcard
collectors, called deltiologists, commemorate the occasion by creating
home-made postcards and sending them to their postcard-collecting
friends. This tradition has been followed nationwide since 1984, when
National Postcard Week began. The variety of cards produced by
collectors is never-ending, from professionally printed photographs to
hand-drawn or rubber-stamped individualized cards. If you're a
collector, you may be hard at work creating a personal postcard to
send to your friends in commemoration of the occasion. If you're not a
postcard collector, you might well receive one of these personal
creations from a friend who is. It's how postcard collectors "get the
word out" about our beloved and popular hobby. Hope everybody
received many.

Editor’'s Notes:

Welcome members, hope everybody survived our winter ... burr ...

The editor wished to thank once again member Evelyn Marshall for her tremdous
support and information about our club’s history .. the editor and staff also wish to
apologize for the lateness of our last bulletin, due to non QA/QC issues within our,
namely correct postage, this has been addressed by our added staff and our ship
is running smoothly again, so happy postcard hunting and enjoy the summer ...

Staff: (From L-R)

Snapshot, Snoop,

Stamp, Smear, Snooze, What am | ?:
Stare, Sassy, and Sissy.

Anybody know what | am, and where |
am? The first club member who identifies
my significance, and me, will receive 25
vintage postcards!! Send answers (via
shail mail) to the editor.

Scoop, away on
assignment.

Corresponding Secretary’'s Report

At the May meeting, | will present Honorary Life Membership Certificates to Clifford Cyr, Ed Patacchiola, David Rich and Ed
Stefanik, each of whom has reached 25 years of membership.

Welcome to two new members who joined at the April meeting - Jesse Albright of Rumford, Rhode Island and Frank Levine

of Malden Massachusetts.

I have finally caught up with membership cards to those who renewed in the past few months and reminder letters were sent
to those | have not heard from. | apologize for the delay due to some health issues, but I'm just about caught up with my

RIPCC duties.

Mary C. Valentine
Corresponding Secretary
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Report of the Recording Secretary - MARCH 20, 2005

The 517th meeting of the Rhode Island Post Card Club was held on March 20,2005. President Boyce called the meeting to order at
10:45AM with our official greeting, " What Cheer Netop!". There were less members at this meeting than usual. Some members may
have forgotten the new date today, as Easter falls on the last Sunday this month.

The Recording Secretary, Maggie Zwolenski read her report, it was accepted as read. The Treasurer, Robert Lanpher read his report, it
was accepted as read and placed in file. President Boyce said that he had been in touch with our Corresponding Secretary, Mary
Valentine and she was still having problems from a fall she had on some black ice, and would not be here today.

The Bay State Post Card Collector's Club's Annual Exhibit and Sale will be held on April 10,2005 at the Armenian Educational and
Cultural Center in Watertown, mass.

Before the meeting Russ Archambault and Ray Zwolenski conducted the 50/50 project. Our auctioneer, Ray Zwolenski conducted an
Auction of post cards and other related material.

The meeting adjourned at 11:08 AM
Respectfully submitted

Maggie Zwolenski
Recording Secretary

Report of the Recording Secretary - APRIL 24, 2005

The 518th meeting of the Rhode Island Post Card Club was held on April 24,2005. President Boyce called the meeting to order at
10:45AM with our official greeting, " What Cheer Netop!".

There were approximately 75 members and guests who returned the greeting. It was nice to see so many members attending this
morning in spite of the terrible rain storm.

The Recording Secretary, Maggie Zwolenski read her report, it was accepted as read. The Treasurer, Robert Lanpher read his report, it
was accepted as read and placed in file. The Corresponding Secretary, Mary Valentine thanked everyone who sent in their renewal
dues. She said that it has been an excellent response. Anyone who has not paid their dues by the middle of May will be dropped from
the Roster. Mary said that she had talked to Tony Simmons on the phone recently and he is doing quite well. Tony had heart surgery
recently and his doctor says that in just a few months he will be a new man. We all wish you a quick recovery, Tony. Mary had also
spoken with Jean McKenna on the phone. Jean will not be renewing her membership in the club as she has no transportation to the club
meetings. She is very involved with the Gem and Mineral program, and their Annual Show is also the last Sunday in October.

Mary said that she has membership cards on the table for anyone who has not received one. She apologized for not getting them out
sooner. Her report was accepted as read. Mary also reminded us that we have four members who will receive their Honorary Life
Membership Certificates at the May Celebration.

President Boyce said that he talked with Tom Hawk on the phone a few days ago, and that Tom will be driving out from Michigan to help
us celebrate 47 years of post card collecting. He will also be set up as a dealer.

President Boyce reminded everyone about our big May Celebration. It will be held on May 29,2005--47th Birthday of Rhode Island Post
Card Club. Members are asked to bring "finger foods" all kinds--sandwiches, casseroles, fruits, salads, baked beans, potato chips etc.,
etc. Bring your family and bring your friends---it is a great time to introduce them to the wonders of Deltiology.

Before the meeting Russ Archambault and Ray Zwolenski conducted the 50/50 project. Our Auctioneer, Ray Zwolenski conducted a
very spirited auction of post cards.

The meeting adjourned at 11:20AM
Respectfully submitted

Maggie Zwolenski
Recording Secretary
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Club Show and Meeting Calendar - COMING EVENTS

May 8 (Sunday) -

May 15 (Sunday) -

May 21 (Saturday) -

May 25 (Wednesday) -

May 26 (Thursday) -

May 29 (Sunday) -

June 12 (Sunday) -

June 12 (Sunday) -

June 18 (Saturday) -

June 26 (Sunday) -

June 29 (Wednesday) -

June 30 (Thursday) -

May 2005

The Bay State Post Card Collectors Club Monthly Meeting; Arlington Elks Club meeting
Hall, 4 Pond Lane, Arlington, Massachusetts (8:30am — 2:30pm).

The Connecticut Post Card Club Monthly Meeting, Knights of Columbus Hall, Route 10,
Whitney Avenue, Hamden, Connecticut (10:00am-4:00pm) Info: Tom Mills
(colpap@aol.com)

The Granite State Post Card Club, Unitarian Church, Central Street, Franklin, New
Hampshire (9am-1pm) For more information contact Doug Richards (603) 225-9062

Central Mass Postcard Club Meeting, St. Joseph’s Church, Barre, Massachusetts (7:15pm-
9:00pm) Contact: Barton D. Kamp (bartdk@mindspring.com)

Cape Cod PCC Monthly Meeting, Carleton Hall, Old Bass River Rd, Dennis, Massachusetts
(6pm - 9pm)

RIPCC Monthly Meeting, Knights of ~ Columbus Hall, 1 Volturno Street, North
Providence, Rhode Island, 02904 (8am - 3pm) RIPCC 47 th Annual Birthday
Celebration .....

June 2005

The Bay State Post Card Collectors Club Monthly Meeting; Arlington Elks Club meeting
Hall, 4 Pond Lane, Arlington, Massachusetts (8:30am — 2:30pm).

The Connecticut Post Card Club 24™ Annual Postcard Show, Holiday Inn, Exit 12 on 1-91,
North Haven, Connecticut (10:00am-4:00pm) Info: Tom Mills (colpap@aol.com)

The Granite State Post Card Club, Annual Spring Show — Holiday Inn 172 North Main
Street, Concord, New Hampshire (9am-4pm) For more information contact Doug Richards
(603) 225-9062

RIPCC Monthly Meeting, Knights o f Columbus Hall, 1 Volturno Street, North
Providence, Rhode Island, 02904 (8am - 3pm)

Central Mass Postcard Club Meeting, St. Joseph’s Church, Barre, Massachusetts (7:15pm-
9:00pm) Contact: Barton D. Kamp (bartdk@mindspring.com)

Cape Cod PCC Monthly Meeting, Carleton Hall, Old Bass River Rd, Dennis, Massachusetts
(6pm - 9pm)

RI POST CARD CLUB - WHAT CHEER NEWS - VOLUME 47 NUM BER 3 MAY/JUNE 2005 PAGE 5




National Art Views Company and the Rotograph Compan vy of New York

Traveling around New England area’s in search of local postcards
depicting scenes for local stories, Snoop, Scoop, and Sassy discover
many postcards bared the publisher's name “Rotograph”, finding
information on this New England publisher wasl/is difficult at best.

Which brings us to famed deltiologist, James Lewis Lowe, who published
information on the Rotograph Company of New York City, in his
magazine, Deltiology in 1966. Little was known at the time about this
major publisher of views and greetings. Collectors found Rotograph's high
grade souvenir postcards especially appealing, but magnitude of the
project prohibited serious deltiological research.

The New York firm, operating mainly at 684 Broadway with offices at 215-
217 Wabash Avenue, Chicago, was established in 1904, and produced
over 50.000 souvenir views and greetings until their mysterious
disappearance in 1912. The Rotograph Company was successor to the
National Art Views Company of New York which had been established in
1902, a fact well documented by the appearance of humerous Rotograph
reprints of National Art Views Company issues. One National Art Views
issue No. 2783 depicted Chautauqua Lake with Rotograph Company
promotional advertising on back, sure evidence of company takeover.

National Art Views Company issued scenes for most of the Eastern states
including New York, Connecticut, Massachusetts. New Hampshire, Maine,
New Jersey, and Florida, with occasional views of Missouri and Colorado.
Their numbering system was quite consistent starting at one and ending
at 2905 with occasional duplications, i.e., different views with the same
number. James Lewis Lowe researched and reported on this firm in
Issue No. 159 of Deltiology, and his report included numerical and
geographical check lists of known issues. At that time he postulated the
Stengel Theory in regards to their primary source. i.e., their printer.

The Stengel Theory; In Light of the fact that Rotograph succeeded
National Art Views Company in 1904, James L. Lowe modified his 1966
statement that Rotographs were printed by Reinicke and Rubin of
Magdeburg, Germany. He believed that they were actually printed by
Kunstanstalt Stengel & Company of Dresden, Germany, as explained in
Issue 159. Reinicke and Rubin may have been one of hundreds of local
firms offering to publish views for merchants, souvenir stands, hotels, and
others but actually contract from them to be printed by the famous
Stengel firm in Dresden. The center of modem lithographic development.

National Art Views Company should not be confused with the National Art Company of New York which operated from 1905 to 1907,
producing over 350 postcards, mostly greetings. including national, state, city, and clan girls, nursery rhymes, days-of-the week
children, mostly artist signed. James L. Lowe’s research of this company and their issues appeared in Issue 160 of Deltiology,
featuring check lists by number, series and inscription, and artist. Interestingly, fewer than thirty of these issues were unsigned,
making these highly desired by collectors.

According to Virginia Faulkner, noted Rotograph collector, "the earliest Rotograph views are identical to the National Art Views
(Company issues) except for the change in company name and the use of more color. A few National Art (Views Company) cards
(six) exist in color, but about 20% of the early Rotograph reprints are in color.”

In 1977 journalist Alvin H. Goldstein of Washington, D.C., subsequently of Columbus, Ohio, founded the Rotograph Society to
propagate information about this publisher, stating: "Through the exchange of research, study, and collection, we hope to advance
the seriousness of card collecting as it relates to this particular publisher and to deltiology in general." His first issue of The
Rotograph Review appeared during the winter of 1977, and James L. Lowe was not sure how many issues appeared before it was
discontinued.
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National Art Views Company and the Rotograph Compan vy of New York
(Continued)

Alvin H. Goldstein found listings in 1901 to 1904 New York City business
directories for a Rotograph Paper Materials Company at 101 5th Avenue. He
also uncovered a 27-page brochure titled "The Rotograph Collection of
Roman Art" issued by this firm, a listing of Italian paintings and sculpture
produced on bromide photographic paper which were sold for educational
purposes. He suspected that there may have been some connection since
their 5th Avenue address was only ten blocks from the later 684 Broadway
address appearing the Rotograph promotional material. Rotograph's interest
in art reproductions and their contract with Stengel and Company to
distribute the M29000 Art Gallery series was further evidence of some
connection of the two firms. An even stronger suggestion of this connection
was the fact that many of the early Rotographs were actually produced
photographically with letter-press imprints on bromide photographic stock.

Goldstein discovered Rotograph Company listings in city directories from
1904 to 1911, first at 771 East 164th Street, later (1908) at 511 East 164th
Street, and an additional office from 1905 to 1909 at 684 Broadway, the
address printed on most of the promotional material. The 1911 city directory
entry appears to be the last, and Goldstein's research at the Copyright Office
in Washington indicated that applications for copyright by the Rotograph
Company came to an end that year.

Just when he thought his journey had come to an end, Goldstein discovered
something else in the directories: a listing for the Rotograph Photo Paper
Company at 322 6th Avenue with Julius L. Lewis, proprietor. "Could it be that
we are out of the card business in 1911," Goldstein queried, "and into the
photographic paper business in 1912?"

From 1901 to 1904, the Rotograph Paper Materials Company provided
photographic papers, including bromide stock, to photographers and also
issued ltalian art reproductions on their own stock; art reproductions during
this period, especially those mounted on stiff card stock, were quite popular
and were used primarily for educational purposes. From 1904 to 1911, the
Rotograph Company seized the opportunity to produce and distribute
photographic views of its own making and contracted lithographic views from
Stengel and Company (possibly others) in order to provide a wide variety of
postcard product; this was the zenith of the postcard craze during which the
public clamored for more and more souvenir postcards. Finally from 1912 to
1916 the Rotograph Photo Paper Company continued to manufacture, stock,
and distribute to photographic firms their line of photographic papers, a likely
continuation of the Rotograph Paper Materials Company of 1901 to 1904.

The precise reasons for Rotograph Company's cessation of postcard production in 1911 are a mystery. It apparently was not due to
lack of business since the company seemed to thrive. Some possibilities were: (1) Beginning in 1909, American consumers grew
more and more concerned about buying foreign products, particularly German-made goods. The fact that German lithographic
techniques were far ahead of the Americans meant that printed items could be produced faster, cheaper, and more professionally in
Germany than in America. (2) It cost more in America to produce an inferior product so why not buy from overseas's sources? Labor
unions and their adherents were irate. Concerned citizens wrote to their congressmen in an effort to stop the flow of overseas's
products. especially picture postcards, from entering the United States. Some publishers sensed this so deeply that they discontinued
the phrase "Printed in Germany" on their cards. The Rotograph Company may have succumbed to this public outcry and stopped
producing cards altogether at the first hint of wrongdoing. (3) Moreover, William II, whose full name was Friedrich Wilhelm Viktor
Albert, emperor of Germany and King of Prussia, came to power in 1888 and asserted as his divine mission the rule of the house of
Hohenzollern. After dismissing Bismarck, he entered into alliances to strengthen Germany and to revolutionize his country from an
agricultural to an industrial state. The Allied Nations, which included France, England, and eventually the United States, were pitted
against Kaiser Wilhelm's increasing military buildup and his control of the Central Powers. Although many Americans and their
ancestors had immigrated from Germany and Prussia, relationships became strained, and the Central Powers were regarded as an
evil empire. Distributing, purchasing, and using picture postcards printed in Germany and Prussia was regarded as an unpatriotic, un-
American act, and most Americans knew it.
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National Art Views Company and the Rotograph Compan vy of New York

(Continued)

Rotograph Logos and Trademarks, the Rotograph Company used a rather small number of trademarks. Walter E. Corson in his
Publishers' Trademarks Identified made four entries (eliminating duplication); however, an earlier one has been noted, making a

total of five:

Trademark 1:

Trademark 2:

Trademark 3:

Trademark 4:

Trademark 5:

An eagle-and-shield design on the earliest of the Rotograph cards, a bromide of the Roosevelt family, Series No.
A 2, copyright 1903 by Pach Bros., N.Y. The earlier date does not indicate that the Rotograph Company was
founded that year, only the year the photograph was copyrighted.

Merely the words "The Rotograph Co. N.Y. City Printed in Germany" in free style, Corson's entry No. 210.

The more common circle with circling words "Sol Art Prints," a large "R" in the center, and sun rays surrounding_
Many of these have the word "Germany" in parentheses underneath.

Although common lettering was used on earlier issues, a unigque designator style appeared on most of the
Rotograph cards. Mr. Corson entered this as No. 713, duplicates of which appear as Nos. 1081 and 1094.
(Common styles of printing "Post Card" and the two or more stamp box designs have not been considered
significant enough to list and illustrate.)

Several cards feature a free-hand design of the words "Sol Art Prints," Corson's No. 1502.

The Rotograph numbering system, although a bit complex, is not
impossibly entangled. Like Stengel and Company, their postcards
came in different styles, and the styles are often tied into the
numbering scheme-but no always.

When capital letters were used in front of a number, they normally
indicate a particular style, such as black and white, real photos, delft,
full color, etc. However, numerous issues appeared without capital
letters even though they were produced in various Rotograph styles.
Lower case letters often follow the capital-letter-number group. These
lower case letters were used to insert additional views of a particular
locality or series into regular sequence.

The following References were used in this article:

Faulkner, Virginia. "A Guide to Rotograph Cards." The Rotograph
Review 1.1 (Winter 1977): pages 2-5.

Geary, Christraud M., and Webb, Virginia-Lee, eds. Delivering
Views: Distant Cultures in Early Postcards. Washington, DC:
Smithsonian Institution, 1998.

Lowe, James Lewis. "The Rotograph Company of New York."
Postcard Classics, no. 10, n.d. : 145, 149-150, and 163-164.

For more information and checklists please visit web site:
www.rotograph.org
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What's HOT!, SIZZLING HOT!!

The sizzler this month was first spotted by club member Bob Lanpher, at Bonhams
Auctions, recognized as one of the most dynamic auction houses in the world today,
Bonhams & Butterfields Auctioneers is one of the largest companies of its kind in the
world. A house of experts in many fields, Bonhams & Butterfields specializes in the
appraisal and sale of fine art, antiques and decorative objects in virtually every auction
category.

On Sunday May 1, 2005, Bonhams posted a collection of Titanic relics and memorabilia at
at the Larz Anderson Auto Museum in Brookline, Massachusetts. Within the lot - An
Extremely Rare Original Titanic 3rd Class Menu Postcard, 14th April 1912 radius edge
card, printed in blue and black, with details of the day's meals; Breakfast, Dinner, Tea and
Supper. The reverse postcard side carries some annotations in pencil, probably by Sarah
Roth, listing the numbers of passengers on the Titanic, those lost and saved. Very light
staining on reverse, some small paper loss, otherwise good. 8.8x14cm(3.5x5.5in)

This is the only example of a Titanic's Third Class Menu known to have survived. The
format was similar to that of her sister-ship Olympic, with the details overprinted on board
as required. It survived the sinking in the handbag of Sarah Roth, a Third Class
Passenger, who was rescued by the Carpathia in lifeboat C.

Provenance: Sarah Roth and family by descent, Sotheby's 3/5/2000.

The Titanic sank in the North Atlantic on April 14 and 15, 1912, killing about 1,500 people.

The final bid price for the postcard, $44,650 !

Postcards sent to Staff!!

A note from club member Tony Simmons, who recently
had surgery and is recovering fine ... we wish him a
speedy recovery.
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Knights of Columbus Hall
1 Volturno Street
North Providence, Rhode Island (8:00am — 3:00pm)

Directions to Meeting Hall :

Coming from the South: Take [-95 North to Route 146 North, then
take the 2nd Exit onto Mineral Spring Avenue; Take a Right off the
Ramp and proceed on Mineral Spring Avenue to Traffic Light. Take
Right turn onto Charles Street; proceed down Charles Street. Volturno
Street is the 7th street on the Right, take a Right onto Volturno Street;
the Knights of Columbus Hall is at the End.

Coming from the North: _ Take 1-95 South to Exit 24; take a Right onto
Branch Avenue, at the 2nd Light; Turn Right onto Charles Street;
Volturno Street is the 15th street up on the Left, take a Left onto
Volturno Street; the Knights of Columbus Hall is at the End.

Where We Meet

47th BIRTHDAY OF RHODE ISLAND POST CARD CLUB DELTIO LOGISTS

WILL CELEBRATE ON MAY 29,2005

Members bring finger"foods' of all kinds for our birthday celebration. You can bring in any kind of
sandwiches, salads, cheese & crackers, cold meats and rolls, casseroles, baked beans, fruit, potato
chips, desserts, any goodie that will help feed a bunch of hungry Deltiologists. The approximate time for

the Buffet/luncheon will be 12:30 PM.

We always have a donation plate for those who for any reason are not able to bring food.

See you all on May 29th, come and bring your family and friends...

RI POST CARD CLUB - WHAT CHEER NEWS - VOLUME 47 NUM BER 3

MAY/JUNE 2005

PAGE 10




Buying Postcards! New Connecticut Lighthouse Postcards

21 continental postcards, including Avery Point

The T f Malden, Mapl d, and : i i
€ Towns ot Malden, Maplewood, an (Groton) in process of being refurbished.

Linden Massachusetts

Real Photo Postcard's and BETTER printed. Cost $15, includes postage.
I have many items for trade. Mary C. Valentine
19 Haskell Street
Contact Club Member: Frank Levine New Bedford, Massachusetts
sol327@comcast.net 02745.

2005 MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL NOTICE
FINAL DUES REMINDER

We value your membership in the Rhode Island Post Card Club. Please take a few moments to complete the
membership form on page 11 of the Bulletin to renew you membership for 2005. Please send your completed renewal
form and a check for $12.00 payable to Rhode Island Post Card Club to:

Mary C. Valentine
19 Haskell Street, New Bedford, Massachusetts 02745

(Please return this Section with Payment)

RHODE ISLAND POST CARD CLUB MEMBERSHIP (or RENEWAL) APPLICATION
(One Master Membership may include family members or associates at the same address)

NEW MEMBER: $12.00 RENEWAL: $12.00
(After June, for the balance of the current year, new members can join at half annual dues. They will receive up and
coming bulletins thru December and a copy of club roster.)

NAME:

ADDRESS:

TOWN or CITY: STATE: ZIP CODE:

FAMILY/MEMBERS:

E-MAIL ADDRESS (OPTIONAL)

NEW MEMBERS: Please list below the name of the club member or other person
who introduced you to the RI Post Card Club

Circle One: Collector Dealer Collector/Dealer

CATEGORIES COLLECTED: (Please list or update for Club Roster)

Make payment to Rhode Island Post Card Club (RIPCC) . Send dues, address changes
and inquiries to Corresponding Secretary:
Mary C. Valentine, 19 Haskell Street, New Bedford, = Massachusetts 02745
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